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~>ties ano tovns tnrougbout the UniteO ~tates are -~rk-
108 on eurr1eu1vm development and rev~s1ona of ole curr1cu!a. 
Those working on curriculum development and revision feel 
that children's interests are refleeteO in their questions . 
It is felt by eOueators that these questions contain indica-
tiona of what the child's needs and int~rests may be . 
Durins the s~er &Dd fall of 1941, !aily v. Baker!/ 
gathered questions fro• Children in srade. three through si.x 
in sixteen cities . Her findinss were aaseableO in 194S under 
the title, Children's ~estions and Their Implications for 
Plannins tbe Curriculum . 
A decade later , Edythe Thurston Clark and others re-
peated the study to detercine whetber the boys and girls of 
19'1 atill bad tbe same interests and needs as the findings 
of the Baker study . 
This study, coains seven years later and after the Sput-
niks and ~on rockets, eoupl~4 witb a diversent culture and 
bi-linrualis•, will atteapt to compare tbe needs and interests 
~Bally V. Baker, Children's eationa and Their 1 lications 
or Planning the Curr1culum, Vnpubl shed Maater•s Thesis, 
Teachers COllege, COlumbia University, New York, 194S. 
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of the native child of Alaska with his brothers in the other 
~ states. 
Objectivea 
Wbat do the native children of Alaska want to know about 
the world they live in? Tbia study will try to achieve the 
following objectives : 
1 . To determine from the questions of roughly 900 native 
Alaskan children just wbat they want to know about 
their world . 
2. To deteraine the frequent appearance of given ideas 
in respect to sex . 
2 
3. To deteraine through his questions whether the native 
child is curious about the aaae things as bis brothers 
in the other 48 states. 
4. To give currieul u• builder& Cirat hand information 
about the interests of native children through the 
questions asked by these children. 
5 . To compare all the findings of this study with those 
of the Baker study and the Clark study to see if the 
freely written questions o£ tbe Alaskan native child 
correspond to their f indinaa. 
6 . To deteraine if children' a questions baYe any signifi-
cance in currieulua buildina. 
7. To point out, t hrough the oative children's questions, 
wbere tbeir interests lie in relation to the world 
about them. 
Ci!API'.BR II 
SUMMARY OF RELAT:ED R.BSl!ARCH 
In stating the purpose of her research in 
ous questions that are asked in the classroom, 
tbe spontane-y 
Baker states : 
''The purpose of tbis study was threefold : (1) to 
call attention to the rich resource which lies in the 
questions children raise; (2) to indicate to faculties 
of teacher's colleges tbe fields of knowledge with 
which e l ementary teachers should be well acquainted; 
( 3) to suggest ~eans by which children's questions ~ay 
give direction to the curriculum of the intermediate 
grades and the teacher ' s eollege . u 
Emi l y Baker's study of the questions of 1,402 children 
in grades three, four , five and six in schools scattered 
throughout the United States , gave the children an opportunity 
to ask freely any question about any subject in wbicb they 
were interested . This metnod pointed out: 
''Children are interested i.n the origins and causes 
of natural and social phenomena; girls ask more questions 
than boys ; and interests are in varying degrees common 
to both girls and boys and common to all grades from 
three to six .. " 
Rer study showed that SOl of the questions that were re-
ceived were concerned with tbe social studies, with 38~ of 
the questions inquiring abOut scientific information . The 
local community receive4 3 .66~ of the questions asked, but 
many questions concerning industries, the earth and communi -
!/Baker, ~., p . 169. 
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cation could lead to a study of the features and conditions 
in the local community. y 
Clark, like Saker, found that nearly $0ll. of tne t,otal 
54, 389 questions submitted by 4,740 children in nine cities 
and towns in Maaeaehus~tts and New H&mpshire were concerned 
with Social Studies. A higb in t erest in tbe Social Studies 
was evident by tbe proportion of tbe total nu~er of children 
who sub.;tted queations in those categories. Certain phases 
of the Social Studies received more inquiries than others. 
Man as a Social Being received 45 . 16~ of the questions asked; 
Communication received 20.88~ of the questions asked; and 
!!£received 17.$~ of the questions asked. There was , bow-
ev~r, a decided lack of i nterest iD otbtr phases of tbe 
Social Studies, such as 6 . 34S of the questions asked concern-
ing Geography of tbe United States and ll.OSS of tbe questions 
inquiring about the Local Co191Unity. 
y 
Clark feela that, with the number and character of tbe 
questions examined, certain ~onsiderationa have appeared for 
further study, analysis, and action such as, 
''Since 110re than fifty per cent of the children 
asked qu~ations in Social Studies, ahould this mean any-
thing in time allotment s for Social Studies? Why is 
there such a laet of in~erest iD local and national 
lark, et al. , Wll>at Children Want to lCnow About 
Unpubliih~ W~ster's Tbeaia, Boston University, 
affairs, both past and present? Where are the teachers 
of Social Studies failing? Twenty-eight per cent of 
the children had pers~nal problem questions which they 
would like to have answered . Are the schools doing any-
thing for thes~ children?" 
Allen!/ traces the question and answer method of peda-
gogy from tbe ancient ti~es of Socrates to the 19th century 
conte~poraries. Throughout this period many philosophers 
and theologians used the question and answer method in their 
early teachings . AJs a result of this research , Allen em-
phasizes that the question is a valuable instrument in man's 
quest for knowledge. Allenl/ further states : 
"It is a tool to be used by the educator as a 
stiMUlant for the mind .... it is a tool to be used by 
tbe educand as an aid to satisfy hu.toao curiosity and 
to relieve a confused or ignorant mind . In sbort, 
questioning performs the greatest transformation that 
can take place in the human body; it converts the pass -
ive mind to an active state . u 
When using thought questions as a follow-up to a dis-
cussion or reading activity, many common faults of procedure 
in answering different types of questions become apparent . 
The recall question which cites the basis for the question is 
often wrongl y answered as tbe student does not see a tangible 
basis on which to make an evaluation. The comparison type of 
question is often failed by tbe student because be fails to 
1/Andre Allen, The Art o f 9jeationing, Unpublished Master ' s ~hesis , Boston University, 954 . 
Yibid .• p . 28. 
s 
stay within tbe lieits of the single designated basis . He 
eay list the einor points of coaparison and overlook tbe 
ll&jor ODt!S. 
Loc:lc:e,!f in bia book Soae Thoughts Concerning Biucation, 
feels that the curiosity of chi ldren is tbeir way of satis-
fying the appetite of knowledge. He feels tbat childr en 
should be encouraged to ask questions and tbat tbe asking of 
questions is a good sign that a child desires to be lifted 
from the ignorance with which he was born . Locke~ continues 
by saying: 
"· ... and I doubt not, but on• great reason, why 
many children abandon tbiemselves wholly to silly sports, 
and trifle away all their time insipidly, ia, because 
they have found their curiosity baulk'd, and their En-
quires neglected. But bad tbey been treated with .. re 
kindness and respect, and their questions answered, as 
they should, to their satisfaction; I doubt not but they 
would have taken more pleasure i n learning and improving 
their lcnowl~ge . 11 
~ . f . . y 
vu the subJeCt o children's queat1ons , Locke wxites: 
"When any new thing comes in their way • children 
usually ask the common question of a stranger . Wbat is 
it? Whereby they ordinarily mean nothing but the name; 
aocl therefore to tell bow it is call'd, is usually the 
proper answer to that demand . And the next question 
usually is, What is it for? Aod to tbis it should be 
answered truly and clirecUy; tbe use of the thing should 
be told, and the way explained, how it serve• to such a 
purpose , as far as tbei c capaci tie a can coaprehend it. u 
a/Ibid., p. 104. 




Chase points out that children have inquiring ainds 
that are seeking the answers to the what ' s, how•s, and why's 
about their surroundings . Children are anxious to know what 
a thing is, how it works, and why it does what it does . Many 
times the child will seek these answers through the trial and 
error method by asking himsel f the questions and , through in-
Y 
vestigations and experiments~ find his own answers . Chase 
emphasized that, 
"A good elementary school believes that inquiring 
minds are one of its building materials . It feels that 
inquiring minds should be guided and satisfied. It tries 
to help the children answer their own inquiries, and it 
introduces them to experiences that ·;till stimulate li:IOte 
inquiries . It worka to develop abilities and to build 
skills . " 
It is through the teacher's help that chi l dren are 
guided to situations that will mean growth for the children. 
Classroom routine delegatec1 t.o the cbildren gives them a sense 
of responsibility. Collecting money, keeping a daily record, 
or handling half-pints of milk begin to give tbe children con-
cepts of amounts. 
The teacher in these situations acts as a guide to "bring 
about a situation that she believes will mean gro~h for tbe 
children . She may help tbem feel a difficulty and, if they do 
not see a way out, make a sugsestioo that creates a learning 
Situation."Y 
1/Sara E. Chase, "From What's to Why's and How' s," Childhood 
Education (Nove~ber , 1940), 17:125 . 
'!/Ibid., p . 127 . 
'l/Loc . cit. 
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Cordell!/ reainds us that children of all ages li~ to 
visit the science room, regardless oC whether the chairs are 
fixed or movable or whether ~be sciencing takes place in a 
special roo• or the home room. Children like to have a place 
where they can bring things children are interested in, such 
as a frog, a snake or a de~d bird. They like a place that is 
interesting and ha.s probleas that ch&llenge their curiosity. 
Children like to collect things and brins thea to school for 
explanation . Cordell feels at this moment the curiosity and 
inquiring mind of the child is seeking important answers . 
The child who brings a toad to school and cares for it learns 
much about the life of this animal and others that hibernate. 
With experiences such as these, children aay be stiaulated to 
go on to aore advanced observations with a wider interest in 
their leisure ti•e . •<Science.,'" says Cordell, Y"gives the 
child a cbaoce to 
.. .• handle and manipulate things and experiment . 
They can bring their questions and learn bow to find the 
answers. It ia up to us to provide them with a variety 
of experiences that will help them to find the answers 
to their questions through the scientific 11ethod of ob-
servation and experieentation." 
He also feels that: "We aust stiaulate thea with a wide 
variety of exp~rienc~s , then guide the• to draw correct eon-
VAiithony COrdell, "Answering Children• 1 Questions Tbrougb 
S"cience Experience," School Science aod Matbe•atics (May, 
1949) , Volume 49. 
Y!.!!!!!·. p . 39S. 
8 
elusions that help them understand the how's and why's of 
their everyday living. ,,!/ 
Har.onl/ suggests a question and answer period held for 
a few ainutes each day. I n this period children aay ask any 
question that comes to mind . The teacher or a classaate may 
answer the question. If the teacher decides to hold these 
question and answer periods, abe Should be ready to adait abe 
does not know an answer to a question and to suggest looking 
up tbe answer . Tbe children should also be willing to asauae 
the responsibility of doing research and gathering reading 
materials outside of school time . 
A period of ten •inutes is all that is needed for such a 
program, but if the topic becoces involved and outside re-




"A pcograa, such as tbis, adds to the rapport be-
tween teacher and pupil . Tbis often leads to an unusual 
insight into the fears and problems of youngsters , and 
allows the teacher to triple bee effectiveness as a guide 
anc1 leader . " 
Harris~ states that in answering the questions of cbil-
YCOrdeil, Ibid., p. 401. 
2/Millarcl Haroon, "That Special Ten Kinutes," Grade Teacher (March, 1957), Yo1u•e 74 . 
Y.!lli· 
4/ June Harris , "Answering Children's Questions," Mental ~ysiene (July, 1942), Volume 26 . 
dren, an honest reply is the best . If the teacher does not 
know an answer or is not sure of an answer, sbe should say she 
Ooes not know, rather than give the cbi!O a false impression. 
ChilOren are quick to detect "dhen a person is hedging and may 
develop frustrations that are difficult to overcome . With 
this in min~, Harris!/ believes : 
"In anS\tlering child.ren' s questions, it cannot be 
repeated too often that an honest answer is best. Tbe 
detail and complexity of tbe explanation must be adjusted 
to the cbil4's mental and emotional level of maturity, 
but no matter how simple the terms in which we express 
it, the answer that we offer must be honest . When we are 
tempted to evade or to distort, we should realize that it 
is to spare ourselves and not the chilc:t . " 
10 
Children shoulO be included in times of stress when prob-
lems arise in the family an4 community. Children are generally 
tbrust into tbe background and sheltered frog those problems 
tbat directly affect tbem . It is at tbis time that tbe child 
needs the assurance of an adult or group of adults that are 
bigger and strony.er than he, tbat will afford him protection 
as he faces the problem wi tb t bem. CbilOren need to know wbat 
fears they ao<1 their parents are faced with, but n •• • • with-
holding information from them forces t~em into isolation, and , 
instead of protecting them , deprives them of the best sources 
of reassurance we could offer .. ,.Y 
Holcom~ asks , "Why d.oes the opportunity to ask questions 
l/Harris, ibid., p . 430 . 
yxbid . , p. 432. 
3/.B. Holcomb, "Any Questions?" NEA journal (january, 1954), 
Volume 43 . 
often seea to produce a vacuaa?t• Ma.Dy ti•e• a teacher will 
ask the class if there are any questioas pertaining to tbe 
lesson at band. Most often she is confronted with complete 
silence. At a later date the papers on her des k show that 
questions should have been asked . Wby weren't they asked? 
HolcoomY suggests that: " ·· •• frequently it is a type of 
egocentricity that produces silence--a aelf concern that will 
not perait one to expose hiiiiSelf to the possible criticis• . " y 
Holcomb bas found that children ask themaelves: 
"What will others think of me if I spea]( up? How 
can I express myself before such a large group? Won't 
my questions sound stupid?" Other feelings ran high 
such as, "Some teachers c1on ' t want to bother with que$· 
tions and sometimes, 1 know I should know the answer, 
but I just don't and I'd feel stupid asking . •• y 
Moriar~y baa foun4 that recent literature points an 
accusing finger at the teacher as a source for asking poor 
questions. He citea the fact tbat studies show •any pupils 
are better interrogators than tbe teacher. 
ln a summary of "the available experimental research and 
relevant literature on the subject of tbe questioning tech-
nique in pedagogy," Modart,Y gatbued tbe following infor•a-
tion Su.llllll.&riz.N: 
!/Aolcomb, ibid., p. so. 
_;!Ibid. 
~John J . Moriarty , A svmmary of Research in questioning, Un-
published Master's Thea1s , Boston University, 1949 . 
.1/Ibid., p. 94. 
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111 . Ancient writers were well aware of the importance of 
chil~ren's questions in the teaching process . 
12 
2. Comparatively few theses and research studies directly 
concerned with questioning are listed in the usual 
indi.ces referred to 'by students. 
3 . Negative criticisms a r e few, but pointed. 
4 . In theory, many fine suggestions for improving ques-
tioning activities iD education are present. 
S . Much inforoation is .available regarding pupils' in· 
terest and abilities in questioning activities, both 
in and out of the classroom. 
6 . Instructional improv~ment has been devel oped in experi-
mental research to an encouraging degree, relevant to 
the question and answer technique of teaching. 
7. Definite techniques bave been subjected to experi-
mental research with excellent results . 
8. Psychological factors have received excellent treat-
ment in both experimental an~ non-experizental work. 
9 . All throughout the literature, curiosity bas been 
considered a basic factor to be recognized within 
teaching and learning. The question--the verbal ex-
pression of this trait--receives the same consideration . 
10 . Disregar~ for human characte r istics has proven harmful 
in teaching and learning, as is true in other life 
activities ." 
The American heritage is handed do~~ from generation to 
generation. It is up to the educators to see that their 
pupils receive answers that will give them the fullest and 
richest understanding of tbat heritage . 
In conjunction with this thought, Moriarty!/ makes the 
following statement: "A full understanding of the nature of 
!/Moriarty, ibid . , p. 98. 
curiosity and its feelers--the queries of the l earner--is one 
of the first qualities a teacher must strive to make his own." 
In the pattern of question development in children, the 
beginning questions generally center around the names of 
thing$ and to learn facts . ~en questions about their o~~ 
bodies will be asked, followed quickly with questions about 
13 
the diffe r ences of body fo rm. As the child develops physically, 
questions will be asked that have questions behind them. i.e . , 
What is it like to be gro~~ up? Will I be gro1m up? A child 
asking this question may be preoccupied with the thought of 
being grown . An alert teacher may use these questions as a 
method of approaching a larger field that would answer tbese 
very important questions for the child . Tbe chi14, then, 
would be able to fit the puz~le together properly with teacher 
guidance . 
Ridenour!/ makes the following commen t : 
"Questions are children's way of organizing the 
world and sorting out what fits in with what . The ques-
tions children ask will provide the listening a4ult ~~th 
cues as to points where they need straightening out and 
when they are ready to move on to higher l evels of under-
standing." 
When confronted with the problem of constructing a mean-
Y ingful follow-up to a field trip to the Post Office, Roeder 
VN . A. Ridenour, 1t'fhe Cbildr·en We Teac:b; ·lbose With Questions," ~rade Teacher (June, 1955), Volume 72. 
2/Mary S . Roeder, ''Tbe Talking Mailbox , " Elementary llnglish 
\May, 1957), Volume 34 . 
devised ''l'be Talking Mailbox. " She found that children liked 
to ask questions, especially •.-;hen they knew that an honest 
attempt would be made to have the questions answered in terms 
that they could understand. Sbe bad tbe children place a 
mailbox outside their classroom door. The children tacked 
questions on a bulletin board beside "The Talking Mail box." 
Anyone who coul4 answer a question tacked the ans~·er beside 
the corresponding question . The questions and anS\<ers were 
then put i n a mailbox and delivered to the child that asked 
the question by a student mailman. 
Questions can be answered in a number of ways that will 
encourage children to ask worthwhile questions about a topic . 
The demonstration cetbod has proven vexy successful . If a 
child desires to know how th&e room gets tfarm in the winter t a 
trip to the boiler room and a talk witb the janitor who can 
show him how to build up steam in the boiler ~~uld be very 
useful in answering that chi1d ts question. Resource people in 
tbe community can be called in to talk about questions that 
have been asked in their particular field. 
There are those who measure the effectiveness of their 
teaching as favorable by the lack of 
students . Harrisl/ believes to the 
questions asked by tbe 
contrary and points to tbe 
fact that lack of questions relates to the possibility of poor 
!/Wilber Harris, "Are There Any Questions?" Michigan Education 
Journal (April, 1958), Volume 35. 
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teaching, rather than good teaching. 
If questions are used &S time consumers, it is obvious 
that this method is a waste of valuable time . The questioning 
period should have a meaningful purpose behind it and should 
be stimulating enough to students so they will be encouraged 
to ask significant questions ~ 
·~ood questions do not come to one at will; they 
are not volitionally c r eated. They result from sti~ulating 
and challenging experiences. Questions are usually con-
ceived when the learner possesses meaningful goals , and ,1 1 is confronted by choi ces , uncertainties, and difficulties'.~ 
Teachers desiring good questions from their students must 
first be creative and provide learning situations that are 
dynamic and interesting to the child in the environment of the 
child. 
y . h t Harris po~nts out t a • 
"Questions should not be considered as ends in teach .. 
ing. Tbey are nothing more than indications tbat some 
learning has taken plac~ and that conditions are favor -
able for further learning. A successful learning experi-
ence rarely decreases ox destroys tbe learner ' s disposi tion 
to inquire or investiga-te . " 
Sha~ wben confronted with questions he cannot answer. 
tells the student he does not know the answer to his question 
but suggests methods of research that will ultimately lead to 
the answer . Shaw quotes Samuel johnson's dictum : 111 Knowledge 
!/Wilber Harris, ibid. , p . 343 . 
'lJlbid . 
3/frederick Shaw, ' 'When Teacher Doe so' t Know the Ans~-e r • •• 
Clearing House (February, 1954), Volume 28. 
is of t~o kin~s; we know a subject 
wbere we can find information upon 
ourselves, 
it . II)/ 
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or we know 
His advice is: ''When the teacher doeso • t know, he should 
(a) say that be doesn ' t ~ow; and (b) bave a good working 
~ow ledge of "-here to find the answer . ,,Y 
Teachers, old and new alike , should be able to properly 
form and ask questions in a manner that will enbance the 
learning processes . Stevensl/ expresses the wrong technique 
in these few words of a new teacher after accepting a position 
as a history teacher, "Oh, 1 11 m going to ask questions so fast 
that the pupils will have no chance to think of anytbiog." 
In comparison, he feels :: 
"The question and answer type of recitation, when 
rightly used, is more fruitful for the teaching process 
than any of these three recognized media of instruction, 
the topical recitation, the written lesson, or the lec-
ture. The topical recitation is a method employed for 
repeating facts that are presented and systemati.zed by 
someone else; the written lesson is a test of the facts 
a stu~ent possesses and, at best his method of cl~sify­
ing them; the lecture is a 'pouring in' process ."!/ 
During a normal day of school a series of studies~ have 
shown that children ask an average of 395 questions during one 
school day . These questions then require three hundred and 
ninety- five answers . At the end of one week a classroom of 
!/Shaw, illi·o p. 356. 
~Ibid., p. 355. 
3/Roltiett Stevens, estions as a i n 
rnstruction, Columba1~ .. ~~.~v~e~r~s<f.~t~y~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
.1/Ibid. Yibid •• p. 15 . 
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pupils may ask one thousand nine hundred seventy~five questions 
and receive the same amount of answers. In the ligbt of these 
findings it is apparent that questioning must be contended 
with in setting tbe standards for classroon efficiency. 
In measuring the efficiency of instruction by a 
number of questions asked by the teacher in staccato 
study points out: 
large 
Stevens' !I 
11The large number of questions suggests tbe main -
tenance in the classroo•, for considerable portions of 
time, of a bigbly strung nervous tension where there 
should be natural and normal conditions . The large num-
ber of questions suggests that tbe teacher is doing most 
of the work of the class hour instead of directing the 
pupils in the doing. The large number of questions sug-
gest that whenever teachers, either individually or col· 
lectively, preserve such a pace for any length of ti~e, 
the largest educational assets that caD be reckoned are 
verbal memory and superficial judgment . The large number 
of questions suggests tbat t here is no time in tbe 
mechanics of the school room to cultivate the gentle art 
of expression . The large number of questions suggests 
that there is little thought given to the needs of in-
dividuals . 
In conclusion: The large number of questions sug-
gests an almost total absence, in the practice of our 
classrooms, of any psychological principles underlying 
aims or methods . " 
A resourceful teacher, through well formed questions , can 
create learning situations that will challenge the child . Yet, 
to elicit intelligent questiGns from the child, the teacher 
may find that a picture, a mGvie or an object will bring forth 
interesting questions . 
If a teacher fears questions of children about aubjects 
!/Stevens, ibid., pp . 17, 22 , 23, 2S, 26. 
with which she is not familiar, inservice programs, group 
stu6ies an6 professional books are sources of help to the 
teacher . Van Raalt~ admits : "After all, good teachers are 
not ashamed to admit occasionally that they are not able to 
answer some questions youngsters ask. They become part of a 
pupil-teacher team in search of the answer . " y 
Andrus conducted a study of the spontaneous questions 
18 
of 9,840 children in kindergarten and grades one, t~~, and 
three . Her study, like Clark's, showed that boys ask =ore 
questions than girls an6 that the chil6ren in the kindergarten 
ask more questions than the children in grades one, two and 
three. 
As the wee k progresses, fatigue seems to govern the 
amount of questions aske6 . I n her study Andrus1/ found that: 
"On Monday EDOre questions were asked than any otbe.r day of 
the week. After Tuesday the amount of questions asked dropped 
until Friday when a slight .surge upward was registered.." 
This study also indicates that after age six, children 
ask their peers fewer questions, but the frequency of adult 
interrogation increases, suggesting that the school may be 
1/RObert Van Raalte, "What Can we Do With Questions Children 
Ask?" Wisconsin Journal of Ed.ucation (Septeaber, 1957), 
Volume 96, p. 29 . 
2/l\uth Andrus, "The Spontaneous Questions of Public School 
Cbil6ren from Four to Eight Years of Age," Childhood Eclucation 
(December, 1931), Volume 8. 
l/Ibid., p. 187 . 
encouraging the focus of attention on adulthood and thus 
fostering a dependence. 
Andrus!/ quotes Dewey i n terms of his philosophy wben 
be states that "a question i$ an expression of a •felt need ' 
for adaptation to a situation." These "felt needs11 are the 
beginning of learning; tbere.fore, the study of children in 
the early school years may indicate certain changes i n the 
curriculum that will hel p th~m attain their needs mo r e effi-
ciently. 
y 
Beyer advances the th~ory that children ' s questions 
begin before they can talk. The first gurgles or the info.nt 
can mean "I'm hungry . 11 ''Wbalt ' s tbat?11 ox "I'm sleepy ." She 
feels that the young chi ld is no t seeking an answer to be-
havior problems, but rather seeking social contact . 
The next step and fi r st a rticulation is the "Whaz-zat?" 
and "Why" stage. It is felt by Beyer that the two- year-old 
doesn ' t care what or why, but rather has found t wo easy words 
that go together and are magical in gaining the attention or 
parents . At t his stage the parent may help or hinder the 
cbild' s further quest for information . Some pa rents have 
answered these early inquisitions with a tart, "Shut up," 
"Don't bother me ," 11Go ask your mother , " or "Who knows?" 
yAiidtU$, ibid. , p . 187. 
2/.Bvelyn Beyer , '\Some Questions Children Ask and How to Answer 
Them," Childhood .Bducation (January, 1940), Volume 16. 
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Equally as guilty is tbe parent who goes into long and 
elabOrate explanations . Both of these methods tend to muffle 
further investigations by th~ child. 
are: 
Beyer!/ points out some of the functions of the teacher 
" · ... To d.istinguisb real answer -seeking questions 
from the more devious social ones; to ans..._·er, not always 
directly, but in such a way that further questioning i s 
stimulated; to keep an at titude of 111 wo011er what," or 
" I wonder how" in the m.i nds of young children. Pro-
viding opportunities for discovery and exploring is 
anotber way of answeri ng questions, not just with words, 
but with experiences that sharpen and clarify the child ' s 
thinking and s timu l a t e ne\\• questioning and new ideas." 
y 
MeLees' use of the question bOx helped generate 
curiosity about the community. She observed , as did Beyer , 
that most questions come from fourth and fifth g rades . She 
suggests that to make an activity interesting and intelligible 
to children, their curiosity must be aroused--"using it as a 
starting point--and r elating it to their environment whenever 
possible . ,,1/ 
y 
Ziacer recorded tbe spontaneous questions of her class 
of six-year -olds. She collected tl<o hundred seventy- eigbt 
quest ions from forty-five first graders with at least one 
!/Beyer, ibid . , p . 204. 
2/Willis McLees, "Making Use of the Environment to Satisfy 
C'uriosi ty, 11 Childhood .Education (September, 1930) , Volume 7. 
~Ibid ., p. 207 . 
4/Louise Zimmer, "Curiosity Builds a Curriculum ' 1 Childhood 
!ducation (January , 1940), V~lume 16 . ' 
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question froQ each child. The most thought - provoking questions 
were those submitted by children wbo ~~re having difficulty in 
abSorbing the mechanics of reading. Sbe asks tbe question, 
11\t/ho is to censor this child and call bim. a weak or iua ture 
first grader when the judgment and thought provoked and stimu-
Y 
lated by his questions are taken into consideration?" 
y 
Stern relates that , io stories asking "Why," children 
most frequently will combine fantasy and realism. The in-
quisitiveness of tbe child in the "Why11 storiest i . e., "Why 
the Leopard Has Spots , II 11Why Is the Water Slue?'' etc., guides 
the child naturally into asking more questions about bis ~orld 
from a much more scientific point of view . Once bis horizons 
have broadened the child is no longer satisfied with fantasy, 
but tries to unravel the unknown and separate the simple facts 
from fantasy. Stem:!/ sums it up witb this theory : "The 
cbild goes through a cycle--observation , seeking for an ex-
planation, imaginative interpretation , and finally, the dis-
covery of a scientific point of view, of accurate observation, 
and inductive 
Piagety 
reasoning . " 
based his stu()y on the theory that "there is no 
YZimmer, ibid., p . 207 . 
2/Celia M. Stern, "Insatiable Curiosity," Ctlildbood .Education 
\January , 1940), Volume 16 . 
l/Ibid ., p . 213. 
4/Jean Piaget, The Language and Thought of the Child, Har court , 
Brace and Company, New York, 1932. 
better intro4uction to child logic than the study of spon-
taneous qut!stions . n His study showed that between the ages 
of three and seven the "\'tlly11 type of questions were extremely 
numerous . 
Piaget agrees with most of the work done by Stern¥ but 
admits that there is a lack of knowledge that determines how 
the child passes from the affective curiosity stage to the 
curiosity in general stage . 
Summing up a chapter on the questions of children in his 
book, Piaget~ concludes : 
" .... special stress bas been laid on the importance 
of precausality and consequently of intellectual realism, 
in other wordst we have emphasized the paradoxical fact 
that child thought is equally removed from dealing with 
strictly casual e·xplanation as it is from dealing with 
logical justification properly so-called. The whole 
mechanism of children's questions, as we have studied it, 
can be accounted for by this fundamental fact . " 
During a study conducted in 1928, Storml/ compared fifty 
questions of pupils and fifty questions of teachers to deter-
mine which group can ask bet~er questions . The fifty questions 
from pupils were taken from those attending an elementary 
school . The fifty questions from teachers came from those 
teachers that taught in high school . The questions were miQeO-
graphed and bandea back to teachers so they could mark what 
ystern, ibid., p . 237. 
A/Piaget, op. cit . 
Y'H· C. Storm, "Who Can ASk Better Questions- -Teachers or 
Pupils?" El ementary School journal (April, 1928), Volume 28 . 
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they thought were good questions . No questions on the mimeo-
graphed paper were marked teacber or pupil. The result of 
tbis study showed that the median number of good questions 
checked for teachers was seventeen and for pupils was twenty-
seven. 
Certainly the number of cases was small but the outcome 
is significant. S ' y 1 . . torm s cone us1on 1S ; 
"If tile pupils ask as good questions as do the 
teachers, the pupils certainly ought to be the ones to 
ask tbe questions, because all will agree that tbe per-
son who is doing real thinkin' is the one who is asking 
himself or someone else quest.tons . 11 
y 
Lynd expresses tbe quest for knowledge by the child as 
he, the cbild, tries to take bis place in culture by advancing 
tbe theory : 
'7he process of l earning in our culture is thus a 
melange of somewhat fortuitous fixation and chance con· 
ditioning, erratically guided by institutional pressures, 
by sympathy, by the projection of others• hopes upon us 
and of ours upon them, and by suggestion of those we 
fear or love." 
23 
Lo•·ryy classified the voluntarily asked questions of 472. 
children in grades kindergarten through sixth . In tbis study 
only the voluntary questions were classified and those questions 
whicb are considered routine aod questions asking peraission 
.!}Storm, ibid., p. 615. 
2/Robert s . Lynd, Knowledge for What, Princeton University 
Jl'ress, 1939. 
3/Mabel C. Lowry, Cbildren•s Volunta~ Questions, Unpublisbed ~aster's Thesis, Boston Univ~rsity, 49. 
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we re not recorded . 
The Lowry!~ study also indicates that boys ask more ques. 
tions than girls . In her study Lowry has found a decided rise 
in the amount of questions asked by boys (6~) in comparison 
to girls (38~). 
Some of her conclusions were: 
"1 . More questions were asked. in Social Studies than 
in any other classification . 
2. All the children participating were interested 
in scbool life, science, the social studies, 
and language a r ts . 
3. Children's activities fostered questions.',£/ 
An i mportant implication in her study "·as : " I t would 
appear that there is some relationship between the teacher's 
personality and atmosphere of the classroom and the question-
ing activity of children . "Y' 
v Morgan suggests that tteacbers encourage chil dren to ask 
as specific questions as possible . Most often in the child's 
quest for knowledge, questions that cover too broad a field 
are encountered , such as "How high is the moon?" "Where does 
tile ligbt go at night?" It is at this point that many adults 
push the child's question to one side as vague and, in doing 
so, builds up in the child an inhibiting bl ock toward question-
l7COwry, 1bid . , p. 36. 
YI~>id. 
VI bid. 
4/John Mo~ga.n, Child Psychology, Par~ar & Rinehart , New York, 
!942. 
ing. The child shou ld be encouraged to ask more specific 
questions. 
y "t . th" f b" "Tb ss t" 1 Morgan expresses 1 10 ~a as 10n: e e en 1a 
nature of thinking is the asking of ques t ions, the asking of 
more and more detailed quest.ions, until ·«e have sifted the 
probleaa down to a simple alternative which can be readily 
tested .. " 
2S 
Bruner~ advances the theory that a trend in curriculum 
planning is away from tbe strict subject matter getbod to that 
of supplementing the regular course witb new material. A 
number of cases have been recorded where the new material has 
come from the local community accompanied by suggestions of 
how the material may be used most effectively in the classroom, 
leading Bruner to comment: "This is a most desirable trend. 
It is in harmony with the sound thesis that education, i f it 
is to be vital, must eoneern itself with the needs and inter-
Y 
ests of tbe community in which it is being conducted. 11 
l!Morgan , ibid., pp . 413, 414 . 
2/Herbert Bruner and others , What Our Schools Are Teachins, 
fureau of Publications, Teachers eollege, COlumbia University, 
!lew York, 1941. 
1/Ibid ., p. 208. 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
Th~ purPOse of this study is to 4et~rmine, What questions 
Do th~ Native Children of Alaska ASk About Their World? Only 
thole native children attending grades four, five , and six 
were querie6 . The findings of tbia study are to be utilized 
in a comparison with the findings of a like study by Edythe 
11 Clark and her colleagues . 
The Clark investigation involve4 the study of 4740 chil-
dren in Massachusetts, New Haapahire, and fifty-six students 
in India. This present project concerned only the bi - lingual 
Eaki-o, Indians, and Aleuts in grades four, five, and six in 
Alaska. 
As this is a comparative report, it was felt by the 
writer that the native childcen of Alaska should receive the 
same instructions as those given to the chil4ren in the Clark 
project. Therefore, the following letter of explanation (with 
ainor alterations) and appended directions were taken fro• the 
Clark theais and sent to the teachers aod principal-teachers 
of o2 Bureau of Indian Affairs acboola. 
Direct radio contact wi tb teache-rs possessing "ba.." radio 
operators licenses was made &4 a follow-up to the letter. 
~Edythe T. Clark,et al. , What Children Want to Know About 




A RES.EAR.CH PROJECT 
QU.ESTIO!>S ASI(]!ll BY TilE NATIVE CHILDREN OP ALASKA 
To Teachers of Grades Pour, Five, and Six: 
I ~• asking your eoopera~ion in obtaining questions from 
eacb of your cbildren . Tbe purpose of these questions is to 
deterMine the nature of the spontaneous responses of the I200 
native ebildren in G[ades Four, Pive, an4 Six witb respect to 
What Children Want to Know About Tbeir World. I believe tbat 
tb~s w1ll be helpful in future currieul ua planaioa. My inten-
tion ia to secure a free expr~ssioa o£ their desires, with no 
clues siven, either by tbe teacher or obtained through cl~·· 
discussion, then or at an earlier ti•e . 
Please follow the directions below exactly and without 
elaboration. I ask this so tbat all 1200 children will have 
identical directions fro• their teachers . I would appreciate 
it if this project were done as early as possible in the week 
of january 30 and that all fourth, fifth, and sixth grades in 
your building do it at the saae ti-. . 
- - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Directions to tbe Teacher 
1. Distribute larse sheets of white co~sition paper . 
2 . Either pen or ptncil .. Y be used. 
3 . Read these directions to the children: 
a. On the first line write your naae and tbe date . 
b. On the next line write Soy or Girl. 
e. On tbe third line write your grade and village. 
d. Pens or oeneils down . 
4. Write this title on the board: ~~ QUESTIO~S WOULD YOU 
LIICI! TO HAVE ANSWERED? 
5 . Read the following paragraph to the pupils: 
OOYS AND GIRLS--IF SOMEQI;E HAD TilE TIMI! AND KNEW El>OUGH 
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TO ANS14ER ALL OP YOUR QUESTIONS, WllAT QUESTIONS WOUUl YOU 
ASIC? PERHAPS YOU HAVE SE.E.'II SOitlm!INC , HEARD SOliETHL~G, 
RI!AD SOIIETHI NG , OR JUST n!OUGHT ABOUT SOMBI"HII-G lllllCH HADE 
YOU WISH SOMEONE COULD ANSWER QUESTIONS POR YOU ABOUT THOSE 
nli!IGS . ON YOUR PAPER II"RIT£ llOI.'N ALL nlOISE QUESTIONS YOU 
liOUt.D LI XE TO HAVE Al\SlfER.E.D. SPELL ALL WOR!li THE Bl!ST YOU 
CIJI . 
6 . Allow exact ly 30 ainutes for writing the questions . 
7. Collect the papers and give the• to your teacher no later 
th~ january 30th. 
'lb.ank you for your cooperation. 
Collaborating Population Centers 
No eoaparisoo baa b~en aade between t he villages co-
operating in this survey . Therefore, eaeb community will be 
identified by a nuaber . 
The thirty-four communities listed below axe inhabited 
predollinantly by Esld.•os: 
Village 1 is loeate4 east of ~=e on the Seward Peninsula. 
Many of its deDizens go t o Nome either to work duti ng 
the summer or fish in an adjacent bay . 
Villaae 2 is situated on the • ower Yukon River. Fishingt 
trapping and oeeaaional work at llilitary installations 
account for the bulk of ita residents• i ncoae. 
Village 3 is on the lower por tion of the Kuskokwb River . The 
aain occupations a re bunting. fishing, native arts an4 
erafts and su .. er eonst~etioo jobs in the Bethel area. 
Village 4 is on the Seward Peninsula one hour flying time 
west of Nome . During the summer the people work in the 
aforeaentione4 city or go to fish caap . During t be win-
ter the .en bunt aeal and carve ivory. 
Village S is above the Arctic Circle. The natives work in 
nearby XOt~ebue and fish caap whieh eoaprise the totality 
of their source of inco11e . 
Villas e 6 is on the l ower [ustokwia River . oecaaional eaploy-
ment as a l aborer on either construction or native arts 
and erafts aeeounts for the ineome of this aettlement . 
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Vill age 7 is east of Nome on the Seward Peninsula. The men 
hunt, fish and trap. Tbe women sew mukluks and parkas 
that are sold or traded in Nome . 
2.9 
Village 8 lies on the shore of Norton Sound. It is a rather 
large village \t•ith an assured income due to the many con-
struction jobs in and around the area . 
Village 9 is on tbe soutb central portion of the Yukon River. 
Hunting, fishing, native arts and crafts and occasional 
work in Unalakleet provide its income. 
Village 10 is in the Bristol Bay area . Mining and fishing 
provide its inhabitants with a continuous income . The 
people of this thriving co~unity ace mucb better off 
economically than most of their proximate kinsmen. 
Village 11 is located near Norton Sound. During tbe summer 
the people work in nearby Unalakleet or bunt and fish in 
an4 around the Norton Sound area . 
Village 12. is in the Bristol Bay area . Fishing, employment in 
canneri es and native arts and crafts are the main source 
of income . 
Village 13 is located on an island in the Bering Sea. Tbe 
main source of food and income is from the walrus herds . 
Ivory carving, trapping , skin- sewing and otner native 
arts and crafts constitute tbe bulk of the income . 
Vill age 14 i s on the lower Yuikon River. Welfare checks aocl 
fishing provide a meager subsistence for its population. 
Village 15 is on the coast of Norton Sound . Construction, 
hunting , fishing and native arts and crafts are the main 
vocations followed by tbe people living here . 
Village 16 lies well above the Arctic Circle and one hundred 
sixty miles northwest of Kot~ebue. Ivory carving, hunt-
ing, minor jobs at military posts and native arts and 
crafts constitute the livelihood of this community. 
Village 17 is the northernmos t village in Alaska . The Eskimo 
people work on cons truction at mili tary installations . 
Hunting and native arts a.nd crafts supplement their in-
come . 
Village 18 is on the lower pa r t of the Kobuk River . Fishing 
and summer construction jobs in Kotzebue provide the 
village with a small income . 
Village 19 is in the Bering Strait region . Hunting , trading, 
welfare checks and nat ive arts and crafts account for 
the earnings of the peopl e living here . 
Village 20 is located on the upper part of the Kobuk River . 
The main source of income is native arts and crafts , 
notably their fine wo rk with jade. 
Village 21 is situated on a t iny island a few miles south of 
the Arctic Circle . Native ar ts and crafts, work on gold 
dredges, and \felfare checks provide the income for this 
village. 
Village 22 is in the Unal akleet area . Native arts and crafts, 
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fishing, buntinr and occasional construction jobs absorb 
most of the available working power of this area. 
Village 23 is in the Goodnews Bay area. Mining, fishing, 
canneries an4 bunting provide continuous jobS for tboae 
willing to work. 
Village 24 is in the Bethel area . Thia settlement is located 
at the southern terminus of tbe Yukon River. Native 
arta and crafts, welfare, fisbina ana occasional con-
struction supply the natives with an incoae. 
Yilla~e 23 is located in the Bethel area. Welfare and soae 
native arts and crafts provide a •inieal income for its 
people. 
Villape 26 is on tbe southern extreaity of the Yukon ~ver in 
the Bethel area. Construction, fishing, bunting, aining 
and native arts and cra£ts provide a substantial inco•e 
for this village. 
Village 27 is near the mouth of the Yukon River . Hunting, 
fiahin~, welfare and native arts and crafts coaprise the 
bulk of the inco-e for its population . 
Village 28 is in the Norton Bay area . Hunting, fishing and 
welfare provide a scant incoEe for its dwellers . 
Village 29 is i n the Bethel •rea. Hunting, trapping, fiahins 
and occasional construction jobs in Bethel account for 
the bulk of th~ wages. 
VillaRe 30 is in the area of Betbel on the Bering Sea. Very 
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poor hunting and fishing compel the people to rely upon 
welfare checks. 
32 
Village 31 is located south of Bethel. The settlement's close 
proximity to the lower Yukon River make fishing and long-
Shoring profitable enterprises . 
Village 32 is on an is l and in the 8eting Sea . Native arts and 
crafts and a well-tended reindeer herd provide food and 
income for the people . 
Village 33 is in the Bethel area on the Bering Sea. Hunting, 
fishing, native arts and crafts and welfare provide a 
poor income for the inhabitants of this village. 
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Es kiooo Village Boys Girls Total 
1 6 9 15 
2 6 6 12 
3 4 7 11 
4 4 6 10 
s 11 l2 23 
6 8 s 13 
7 s 9 14 
8 34 20 54 
9 7 4 11 10 9 6 15 
11 4 15 19 
12 6 6 12 
13 14 11 25 
14 4 3 7 15 11 7 18 
16 1) l2 25 
17 53 52 105 
18 8 11 19 
19 8 1.5 23 
20 5 9 14 
21 10 8 18 
22 l2 8 20 
23 1 9 10 24 12 6 18 
25 9 7 16 
26 14 15 29 
27 s 9 14 28 2 8 10 
29 14 14 28 30 31 43 74 31 6 6 12 
32 14 15 29 
33 4 7 11 
Tbe ten communities l i sted below are inhabited pre-
dominantly by Indians : 
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Village 1 is situated on the upper Yukon River near the 
Canadian border . Working in Fairbanks, along witb fishing 
and trapping are the main sources of food and income . 
Vil lage 2 is on the upper Kuskokwim River . The main occupa-
tions are hunting , trapping and native arts and crafts . 
Village 3 lies a short distance from the Alcan Highway. Vari-
ous types of menial jobs and native arts and crafts are 
pursued by the people of this village . 
Village 4 is at a mid-point on the Yukon River . Native arts 
and crafts, notably basket weaving, account for the main 
source of income. 
Village S is in the upper reaches of tbe Yukon River . Salmon 
fishing and working in fairbanks maintain a stable econogy 
for the residents . 
Village 6 is situated just off the Alcan Highway . Soee bunting 
and trapping is done by the natives but the bulk of the 
people work in stores an~ on construction . 
Village 7 is in tbe Fairbanks district . Gold mining, fishing 
and work in Fairbanks provide considerable sound employ -
ment for its people . 
Village 8 is on tbe central part of tbe Yukon River . Welfare 
checks, some fishing and occasional construction jobs are 
sources of income for this village . 
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Village 9 is near the bor6er of Alaska and Canada. Some hunt-
ing but main ly odd jobs are available in the area, thus 
providing sufficient employment for those willing to 
work . 
Village 10 is in the northeastern part of Alaska above the 
Arctic Circle . Hunting., trapping, native arts and crafts 
and welfare provide an income for the people whose ade-
quacy is questionable . 
The single community listed below is inhabited by a 
mixed population of Eskimos , Indians, and Aleuts : 
In this village , located on the pan-handle of Alaska, is 
situated one of two boarding schools . Native students from 
all over the state of Alaska attend the elementary grades 
here.* 
Indian Village 8oys Girls Total 
1 l 2 3 
2 7 2 9 
3 3 5 8 4 6 4 10 5 4 5 9 6 3 4 7 7 7 7 14 8 2 2 4 9 5 4 9 
Total 
Mixed (*) 
Indian, Eskimo, Aleut Boys Girls Total 
85 
Com2,2site Total 
Eskimo Villages 33 Boys 453 
Indian Villages 10 Girls 453 
Mixed Villages 1 
Total 44 'fota l 906 
All Bureau of Indian Affairs Schools were not polled. 
Such schools as are located on King Island aod Diosede Island 
were not included, as mail service to and from these islan~s 
during the time of the survey was non·existent. 
As the questions were returned, they were counted and 
listed under the headings of Boy or fu! in their respective 
grades; i . e. , grade six girl&, grade six boys, grade five 
girls, etc. 
As 
A Synopsis of the Categories and QMeries 
Used in This Investigation 
this study is comparative in structure witb the one 
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done in !I 195~ by £dythe T. Clark and others, the same thirty-
three categories and their s~b-divisions have been used, wit~ 
an addition of two new categ~ries and sub-divisions . 
Each major category carries a Roman numeral with a brief 
descript ion of the category and its sub-divisions . Immediately 
following the sub-division titles are found illustrations of 
the questions asked by the native children of Alaska . 
Category l 
Man As a Social BeinR 
Included. under this ti tl•e are all questions concerned wi tb 
the historical or contemporary phase of groupings tbat have not 
i/E<iythe T. Clark, et al. , \~bat Children \~ant to Know About ~heir World, UnpubliShed Master 1s Thesis, BOston university, 193~. 
been allocated a special beading . Inquiries concerned with 
the present day housing problems; reasons for having money, 
and early adjustments to environment are listed under this 
category. 
1. History of Man 
a. Origin of early man 
Ex . How was Adam made? 
Ex. Why did God creadit tbe man and women? 
Ex. Who was the first one to be born besids Ada. 
and Eve? 
Ex. Did man really co~e f rom monkey or did God make 
man? 
b. The caveman and other primitive people 
Ex. Were people long ago like monkeys? 
Ex. Is there any more cavemen? 
c . Other ancient peoples 
Ex . Are there still savage people in Africa? 
Ex. Who was the first one to be bocn besides Adam 
and Eve? 
Ex. Wbat were the people of long ago called? 
2 . Early Ad justment to Environment 
a . Housing and bui lding materials 
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Ex. Who was the fizst family that had g l ass windows? 
Ex. Where did the first people live? 
b. Food 
Ex. How were animals and fish found good to eat? 
c. Clothing 
Ex. Where did they set the idea of making cloth? 
Ex. Who ,.,as first man or "''Oman to make the clothes? 
Ex . How do Eskimos dress in olden days? 
d. Tbe development of arts and crafts 
Ex. Who wrote tbe first alphabitical letters? 
Ex. Wbo was the author of the first book? 
Ex. How do they make leather in old times? 
e. Use of mineral resources 
None 
3 . Expansion of Social Development 
a . Discoveries and explorations 
Ex. How do the people in the u.S . know their were 
gold in Alaska? 
b. Development of nations, governments, and cities 
Ex. How many people make a town or a village? 
Ex. How are village started? 
c. Number of people 
Ex. How many people in Alaska? 
Ex . How many people in the world? 
Ex . Why are there few Eskimos aod many ~~ites? 
4 . Social Progress 
a. Present·day housing 
Ex. In which state is a highest building? 
Ex. Why do we live i:n the ground? 
Ex. Do the hskimos 
can not o:elt? 
build their houses with ice that 
38 
s. Dress 
a . Origin of customs and styles 
Ex . What is the most beautiful costume in the ~~rld 
an6 who style6 it? 
b. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Why is the fashion chang ing? 
Ex. Will tbey have the same dress styles in 1960's 
just tbe way they have them? 
6. Money an6 the ~leans of Exchange 
a . History and methods ~f making money 
Ex. How was money first used? 
Ex. Who made the first money? 
Ex. What is money ~ade of? 
b . Taxes 
Ex . Where do they get money for the schools? 
c . Prices 
Ex. Why does things cost so high? 
Ex. Wby do we like to pay for things? 
d . Distribution and availability of wealth 
None 
e. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Is money everything? 
Ex. Why must tbey bave to buy tbings instead of 
getting tbem free? 




a . Concern about fire 
Ex. How does the fire stay inside the mantle? 
Ex. How do they turn off a fire that burns down a 
72 story high building and catches to the other? 
Jix . \~at is fire made of? 
b. Miscellaneous 
Ex . What made tbe Pire Extinguishers squirt? 
Ex . Why ~o they bave so •any acidents in the United 
States? 
Ex. If the bouse is on fire what ~~uld you do? 
c . Conservation 
Ex. Why should we help conserve living things? 
8. Misc ell aneous 
Ex. \~ere there reallly dinasurs long ago? 
Bx . How ~~uld it be like to live in Pre-historic ages? 
Ex . How do people know what happened long ago? 
*** 
Category II 
Am~rican History and Government 
A few weeks before this study was started, Alaska joined 
the Union as the forty-ninth state. This category contains 
all questions pertaining to the history of ~aska aod reasons 
for joining the Union . All questions dealing \\'ith tbe dis-
covery and exploration of Alaska and tbe United States are 
located under this topic. 
Questions dealing with the Indians of Alaska and the 
United States are listed under the sub·division Indians 
Category II, with no attempt to differentiate between Indians 
of Alaska and Indians of the United States. 
1. Discovery and Early Explorations 
a . Early Explorations 
Ex . Wby did Christopher Columbus discover the Ameri -
can? 
Ex. Who was the fownder of Alaska? 
Ex. Who was the first white man to go to Alaska? 
2 . I ndians 
a . History of the I ndian people 
None 
b. Their homes 
Ex. \"here do the i ndians live? 
Ex . How do Indians live? 
c. Their crafts 
Ex. How do the Indians make good things? 
Ex. Why do the Indians make long pipes? 
d . Miscellaneous 
Bx . Why does Indians always wear something around 
their foreheads? 
Ex. Are Indians today happy? 
Bx. How many Indian Reservations are in the United 
States? 
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3. Colonial Lif" 
Ex. What did the colonies do to save their own 
lives? 
4. The Pilgrims 
Ex. What tim<! did the pilgrims come to amereca? 
s. Pioneer Life 
None 
6. National Develop!tnt 
a . Political divisions of tbe Unit<!d States 
None 
b. The American Flag 
Ex. Why do America bave its own flag? 
Ex. Wbo made th<! f~ags? 
Ex. How •any Stars and Stripo on the flag now? 
7. Leaders 
Ex. What would it be like to viait tbe President of 
the United States? 
Ex. Who will be the next President in 19607 
Ex. Is Theodore Roosevelt still living? 
a . Mi$eellantoua 
Ex. Why do they chose old people for Bosses when 
they know they won't live long? 
8. Wars Other Than ltorld War I and II 
Ex. Wbo atarted tbe friat war in United States? 
9 . Monuments 
Bx. Where ia the monuQent of Washington located? 
Ex. Wb<!re is the monuQent of Abrah .. Lincoln lo-
eat<!d? 
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Ex. Where is the Statue of Liberty? 
10. Problems of Citizenship 
Ex. Why do our parents always have to vote? 
Ex. IVho make the la~·s? 
Ex. Why do we have to be over nineteen to vote? 
11 . Misce llaneous 
Ex. \~lly did John Bootb killed Lincoln? 
Ex. Why do we always have a government? 




Questions concerning the growth of language and the de-
velopment of record -keeping are listed under this category. 
Questions seeking information about the method of mail de-
liveryt such a& the mai l plane and mail boat were tabulated 
under this category. 
I nquiries about the Eskimo and I ndian language are placed 
in the sub- division llistory of Language, Category Ill. 
1 . History of Language 
a . Oral and written language 
Ex. How do we talk in different voices and different 
manners? 
Ex. \~ere did we get Eski1110 language? 
Ex. '•bo start writing the Alphabets first? 
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b. Origin of n~mes 
Bx . Why do we have names? 
Ex. Where did we get the names of the month$, days, 
names, and places? 
Bx . How do they name the villages? 
2 . Systems and Means of Recording 
3 . 
a . Books- -content, authors, printing 
.Ex . How did they make Bibles? 
Bx. Who was the arotber of the first book? 
llx. How did tbey "'ake the books? 
b . Ne .. -spapers and magazines 
.Ex. Wbat was the first newspaper like? 
Bx. Why do people make newspapers? 
.Ex . Why do we have newspapers to read? 
c . Maps 
d . 
.Ex . How <lid man make maps about the world in early 
times? 
.Ex . How do they make lll&ps 7 
Bx. Wby do we bave maps? 
Materials of writing 
.Ex . Why do we write on papers? 
Records of Time 
a . The calendar 
Ex. Why do we have calenders? 
Ex. When did they start making calenders? 
.Ex. Why do leap year comes every four years? 
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b. Watches and clocks 
Ex. Why do we bave a clock? 
Ex. How do tbey aake clocks? 
Ex. How doze clocks work? 
4 . Photography 
Ex. How does a man in the movie picture show on the 
movie screen? 
Ex. What is picture made of? 
Ex . How do we get fil.a? 
5 . Modern Means of Communication 
6. 
a . Nail service 
Ex. Who invented ail? 
Ex. 'o"by do we have Post Office? 
Ex . Wily does tbe aai~an run ? 
b. Telephone and telegraph 
Ex . Do we have a telephone? 
Ex . How do they mak~ a talpont ring? 
c . Radio 
Ex . How do radios work? 
Ex. How do the radio talks? 
.tx . How do tbey aake the radios? 
d . Tt!levision 
Ex. How do televisio n• wort? 
lliscellaneous 
Ex . Wbat makes tbe aovie talk like real? 




Travel and Transportation 
In tbe category, Travel and Transportation, are included 
all questions concerned with travel in Alaska and the United 
States, botb historical an6 contemporary . 
'fhose questions concerne-d with uaalak, kayak, and dog tea. 
travel were listed under Miscellaneous, Category XXV. 
1. Early Means of Travel 
a . Origin an6 early developments 
Ex. Wbo was tbe first to go aro~d tbe world? 
2 · Moc:leru Means o f Travel 
a . Trains 
b. 
c . 
ax. Wbo invented the firat train? 
SbipS 
.Ex. How long is the ship Queen Mary? 
llx . KO'"' 60 they make ships? 
llx . Wtlo invented tile first steamboat? 
Automobiles 
Ex. 'Obat makes the car go? 
Ex . Kow do tbey ulc:e car? 
Ex. How aany ~ds does a car way? 
d. Airpla.oes 
.Ex . Kow 6o tbey aake airplanes? 
.Ex. How 6o airplanes fly? 




f . Traffic regulations 
None 
g. Bridges 
Ex. Who builted the Golden Gate at San francisco? 
Ex. How do they make a bridge? 
Ex. How do they mak•e big briges across big rivers? 
3. Miscellaneous 
Ex. Why ~o some airlines go on strikes? 




All questions concerning uwho , how, when, where and why" 
about inventions a.nd invento:rs fall in this category. 
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Early primitive inventions and inventors are also classi~ 
fied in this category . 
1. Person or Persons Responsible for the Invention 
a. Transportation facilities 
Bx. Who invented the airplane? 
Bx. Who first invented boats? 
Ex. Who was the man who first made a car or a truck? 
b. Means of communication 
Bx. Who first made the radios? 
Ex. Wbo rote tbe first letter? 
c. Means of warfare 
£x . Who invented submarines? 
Ex .. t~ho was a firs-t man that made a bomb? 
Ex. Who is the first man to use guns? 
d. Musical instruments 
None 
e. Scientific instrumen-ts 
None 
f . Miscellaneous 
Ex. Who invented the tree for Christmas? 
Ex. Who made tbe first glasses we wear to keep our 
eyes well? 
Ex. Who invented dynamite? 
g . Manner in which the invention was made 
Ex. How do people iavent things? 
2 . Time at Which the Invention Was Made 
Ex. What year was TV made? 
Ex. In what year did the Wright Brothers fly thier 
first plane? 
Bx .. When were oil stoves invented? 
3 . Edison as an Inventor 
Ex. How did thomas Edison make lights? 
4 . Miscellan«!ous 
Ex. Who invented tbe steamboat? 
••• 
Category VI 
Geography of the Unit~ States and Its Territories 
Under this category are all questions concerned with 
the climate, physical features , distances , cities. and~­
lation of Alaska and the United States . 
Direct reference to pr&ducts and area where products 
a r e produced are classified in this category. 
Native arts and crafts of Alaska are listed here if the 
child identifies the product wi th a village or a particular 
section of Alaska . 
1 . Size of tbe United States 
Ex. How big is the United States? 
2 . Divisions of the United States 
Ex. Khy did Alaska become a state? 
Ex. Why do they bave states? 
Ex. Why do we have states in Acerica? 
3 . Distances Within the Unit~d States and Its Territories 
Ex . How many miles would it take to go to Ancborage 
frorn Stebbins? 
Ex . How many miles is it to fairbanks from Kiana? 
Ex . How many miles is it to Nome from Kiana? 
4. Climat e 
Ex. Why does it ge~ cold bere in North America? 
Bx. How warm does Miami, Florida gets? 
Ex . Where is the coldest place in Alaska? 
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so 
'· Physical Features 
Ex. whicb .ountain is tbe bigest in Alaska? 
6. Miscellaneous 
Ex. How many towns, villases and cities are there 
in Alaska? 
Ex. Will Hawia possibly become a state? 
Ex. How deep is lake Brie? 
1. National Parks 
None 
8. Facts on the Population 
9. Cities 
Ex. How many people ...,uld there be if none of tbea 
died? 
.l!x. How many people is livins in Alaska? 
.l!x. How aany peoples are tbere in tbe world? 
of tbe United States 
Ex. How big is N~ York? 
Ex. Wbat is tbe biggest city? 
Ex. How large is New York? 
••• 
Category VIl 
Distant L&ods and People 
All questions dealins with the pbyaieal characteristics 
of tbe people aod tbe land are grouped bere. 
Any land outside tbe boundary of the state of Alaska is 
considered to be a distant land in tbe study. ay this defini-
tion, the United States ~ ~ eon a trued as a distant land. 
1. The People 
a. Their physical characteristics 
Ex. Why does people in different nations bave 
different kind of colors on their bodies? 
Sl 
Ex. Why are the negroes in Africa have black bodies? 
Ex. Are tbe Russians tall or short? 
b . Their food 
Ex. How do tbe people in florida catch tbeir food? 
Ex. What kind of fisb does tbe west Indies eat or 
catch? 
Ex. What kind of special food do they have in 
Africa? 
c . Tbeir boaea and furn i ture 
Non~ 
d. Their dress 
Ex. How did the people dreaa in Greenland? 
Ex. Why do tb~ african's don't wear aueb clothes? 
Ex. llow do the exl<mos make the atockins? 
e. Their work and their pr oducts 
Ex. Do every old aan or woaan work in Russia? 
Ex. How doea Africans aake their living? 
Ex. What kind of crops <b the ~aiana raise? 
f . Tbeir govern•ent and political diviaiona 
Ex. How ia Prance ruled? 
2 . Natural Divisions and Physical Features 
Ex . How many sections of people axe there in tbe 
whole world? 
Boaton Oo1vera1~T 
Sobool ot &c!acatlon 
Llbn::'7 ..J 
Ex. What country is the most beautiful eountry in 
the ~'<lrld? 
3 . Tbe Climate 
Ex . Why is South America always bot all through 
tbe year? 
Ex. 1'/hat is coldest South Pole or North Pole? 
Ex . How hot does it get in Africa? 
4 . Location of Lands 
Ex. Where is rusbu? 
s. Distance to Lands 
Ex. How many miles is New York? 
Ex. How many 11iles is it to China? 
Ex. How many mi l es is to North Pole? 
6 . Wildlife 
Ex. What type 
Brazil? 
of animals live around the basin 
Ex. What kind of birds live around Russia? 
Ex. What kind of animals live in Africa? 
7. Miscellaneous 
Ex. hby are some countries not free as we are? 
Ex. What would it be like to live in Africa? 






Industries and Commercial Products 
Only those quest i ons concerned with the finished product 
are found under this category . If a question asks about the 
salmon canning industry it ~ill be listed here, but if the 
question asks about salmon fishing, it will be listed under 
vocations . 
Questions concerned chie fly with the production of cer-
tain articles , such as automobiles , will be grouped under 
Travel and Transoortation, Category IV. 
1. The Product 
a . food --origin, source , and C·ontent 
Ex. How do they make salt? 
Ex . How do they make chocol ates? 
Ex. In what ways do the farmeu make bJ tter? 
b . Clothing, textiles, and accessories 
Ex. What are stockings made of? 
Ex. What is leather made of? 
Ex. How do they make boots? 
c . Leather goods 
Ex . Prom wbere do we get mukluks? 
Ex . How did they ~et good hide to make shoes? 
Ex. How do they aake leather? 
d . Bui l ding materials 
Ex. How do they make brick? 
Ex. Where did they get the luaber when they 
start aaldog sbipa? 
Ex. What are these floor tiles aade ou t of? 
e . Pa~r 
Ex. Kow are the tissues made? 
Ex. What is paper aade of? 
Ex. How is paper made? 
f. School supplies 
Ex . What are ~ncils aade of? 
Ex. What is chalk •ade of? 
g . ~etal aDd .etal products 
Ex. How were the steel a&de? 
Ex. How are aetals aade? 
Ex. Where do we get our steel? 
h. Rubber and rubber goods 
Ex. What do they ~ake the rubber out of? 
Ex. Prom where did we get rubber? 
first 
Ex. I wonder what the rubber eraeers are R&de froa7 
i . Fuel--oil, gas, coal 
Ex. What ~~&kes gasoline burn? 
Ex. What is oil aa<le of? 
~. «ould the g&s up there in the tundra produced 
us gas soae<lay? 
j. Miscellaneous 
Ex . How do they rna ke gluo 7 
S4 
Ex. How do they aake typewriters? 
Ex. Where do •e get our combs? 
2 . Tbe Producer--His Life and Problema 
lx. How did the paper aakers , make papers out of 
hard .aod? 
... 
Category I X 
The Local Community 
The local community in tbis study is thought of as tbe 
village in which the child lives. 
'' 
Those questions inquiring about the school in the ch~ld's 
village are not found in this category. These may be found 
in Category XXVI - The School . 
Ex . Were there real elephants in Barrow lon~ ago? 
Ex. ~y don't th~y have running water in Barrow/ 




As this survey extended through the Christmas holidays, 
it became apparent that a new sub-division should be made . 
Rather than inelu4e Santa Claus under the sub-division, ~­
days, a nrw sub-division titl~ Santa Claus was included. 
The writer was interested in knowing bow aany times the ques-
tion of Santa Claus appeared in relation to old superstitions 
and shaman's tales . 
1 . Games and Sports 
Bx. Can we use water skies on a river or a lake? 
.Ex. Why do we play games? 
.Ex. Why do we play ball? 
2. TOIS and Hobbies 
.Ex . Where do we get our toys? 
Ex. How do they m:ak:e marbles? 
Ex. How do tney 111 a ke whistles? 
3 . Holidays 
.Ex. Why do we hav~ partys on holidays? 
Ex. Why do we have holidays? 
Ex. What does the Christmas mean? 
4 . Sa.nta Claus 
.Ex. Is there a real Santa Claus? 
Ex . Where was San~a Claus born? 
Ex . How old is Santa Cl aus? 
5 . Pairs , Carnivals 1 a.nd Ci.reuses 
S6 
.Ex. How can some people walk on some kind ot a rope ? 





Under this category are included al l questions concern· 
ing World War I , World War 11 , and the Xorean war, in whicb 
the United States was involved. Other wars and native con-
flicts of l ong ago are included under Wars Other Tban World 
War I and World War II, Category II. 
1 . General Causes of War 
Ex. How do they s t art war? 
Ex. Why do they have wars? 
Ex . Why do the countries go to war? 
2. World War II 
None 
3 . Outlook Regarding Wars 
Ex. Do you know if Russia ~~uld ever take the u.s . 
and other powerful nations? 
Ex. When will the big war begin? 
Ex. Will Russia attack Alaska in 19607 
Ex. Will there be another l~orlcl War ? 
4. Ma t erials of war 
Ex . What kind of cap do Berlin Man us for ~ar ? 
Ex. How do they make to r pedo? 
Ex. Why do men have to use airplanes in a war? 
s. Munitions of War 
Ex. did the Russians bombed Hungary or shoot guns? 
Ex. How do they •ake boms? 
.Ex . \tJhat makes an atom bomb explode? 
6. Problems of Children 
Ex . \t/he re are we g·oing to go to school when war 
comes? 
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Ex. Where are we soin& when the war is going? 
Ex. When will tbere be a war? 
1. World War 1 
Ex. Who started the firat world war? 
Ex . When <lid the first world war started? 
8. Korea.n War 
None 
9 . Mi scellaneous 
Ex . \\1hy do we have wars? 
Ex. Will Russia aake war? 




This category contains all questions concerned ~~th ani· 
mal life except those related to reproduction . I nquiries 
about the reproduction of human beings are found in Category 
XIV . 
The aigratory habits o f birds are tabulated under the 
aub-divisiont Behavior of Certain Animals, in this category. 
1. lleginnings of Aniaal Life 
a. Origin and history o f ani•al life 
Ex. Where <lid sea l s coae froa? 
Ex. Wbere did birds coae froa7 
Ex. What was the first animal in the world? 
b. Native ~omes of certain animals 
Ex. How does a beavers build their house? 
Ex . How do bees make beehives? 
c. Kinds of animals 
Ex. How many different types of dogs are tbere? 
Ex. Wby are some animals called socail animals? 
Ex. Why do there be horses? 
2 . Characteristics of Anirnals 
a . Size and strength 
Ex. How large was the largest Uinasaur? 
Ex. Wbat is tbe smallest bird? 
Ex. I wou l d like to know bow tall a Gerrife is? 
b . Color 
Ex . Why doe& tbe ~abbit get brown on summer and 
whi t e in winter? 
c . Body structure 
Ex. Why do weasel have smooth skin? 
Ex. \~by does dog have sharp teeth? 
Ex. Why do turtles have bard shells and clams too? 
d . Intelligence 
Non«! 
e. Attitude toward their young 
t\one 
3 . Body Processes of Animals 
a . Growth 
Ex. What makes dogs grow? 
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b . Change 
None 
c. Breathing 
Ex. HO\,. do the fish breath under water? 
Ex. How does the mole breath underground? 
d . Sleeping 
None 
e. Length of life 
Ex. How old does garrife gets when he dies? 
f . Disease and death 
Ex. Why did the big animal of long ago die? 
Ex . What makes the dogs die? 
Ex . ll'by does the birds die? 
4. Environment 
a . Habitat 
Ex. Where are the zebras found in what land? 
Ex. How did the bears make burrow? 
b. Home.s 
5. Food 
Ex . ~bere do the ants live in the winter time? 
Ex . How does tbe beavers make their houses? 
Ex . Do the animal$ make houses in the woods? 
a . Kind 
Ex . ~bat does beav er eat? 
Ex. What does skunks eat? 
Ex. Do the dogs eat bones? 
oo 
b . Reasons for choice 
Ex. How come the rabbits eat bark of tbe trees? 
Ex. I woul6 like to know why the pol ar bears like 
seal . 
.Sx . Wby 6o animals eat 6ifferent foo6 ttlan ttle 
other ani mals? 
c . Methods of eating 
Ex. How do 6ogs eat with they're face 6own in the 
bowl? 
6 . Behavior 
a. Hibernation 
Ex. Why do the wil d anioals sleep in tbe winter? 
Ex. Why do bears sleep all winter? 
Ex. Do bears sleep all winder? 
b. Locomotion 
Ex . ll"by do birds f l y? 
Ex . Wl\y is a mouse so quick when it ruos? 
Ex. Why does 
winter? 
the ducks and birds don't fly 
c 4 Beneficial behavior 
Ex . How were horses foun4 safe to ride? 
Ex. Wby 6o birds go south wl\en it is cool? 
d . Harmful bel\avior 
Bx . How come some dogs l ike to bite? 
in 
Bx. How did various animals become dangerous? 
Ex. What kind of snake are poison? 
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7. 
e. Protective behavior 
:Sx. Where do animals get their insteck? 
llx. llby do jelly fish sting? 
:sx. Why are skunks stinky? 
f. Behavior of certain animals 
Ex. Why are &niaa~s aeared of p<!ople? 
llx. What does a bear do when he's burt? 
:sx. Do bulla ge t aad when they see tbe color 
Huaa.n Treatment of Animals 




'the Ruma.n Beine 
ted? 
Included under thia category are those questions con-
cerned witb the children's interest in body structure and 
movements . 
Those questions pertainins to doetor•s treataent of 
diseases and use of medicine are included under this heading. 
Questions concernin~ nurses and doctors as professionals are 
listed under the category, ProCessions and Professional 
People, Category XXXIV. 
1 . Structure and functioning of the Hu•an Body 
a. Coloration 
Ex. Why are the negro black? 
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Ex. How is our eyes ar~ colored? 
b. Nature, structure, and function of the parts of the 
human body 
Ex. Wby do we have finger nails? 
Ex. Why do we get thirsty after eating some salt? 
Ex. Is there clear water in our body? 
2. Body Processes 
a. Growth 
Ex. Wby don't people grow the same even when they 
have the same age? 
Ex. How do we have to grow? 
Ex . Why do we grow? 
b . Vision 
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Ex . Are we going to have one eye in 1000 years? 
Ex. why do some p~ople have glasses? 
Ex. Why do little boys and girls can't see well 
when they grow up? 
3 . Food for the Human Body 
Ex. What do you think we eat in winter time? 
Ex. Why do Eskimos like to pick berries for winter? 
Ex. Why do some people like crabs? 
4 . Health Problems 
a . General 
Ex. Why do we get sic«? 
Ex. Wby do people get pimples? 
Ex. Why do they give us shots? 
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b . Disease 
Ex. Wby do the people get T.B. inatead of the dogs? 
Ex. What makes some people have surephis? 
Ex. How does Typhoid fever start? 
S . Infants and Young Child ren 
Ex. How do we take care of babies? 
Ex. Wby can't li~t le new born baby's can't talk? 
Ex. Why are some babies alike When they are born? 
6. Old Age and Death 
Ex . Wby do we grow to be old? 
~x . Wbat happens when we die? 
Ex. If I had a boom hea r t and died but got another 
one can J live again? 
7. Individual Differences 
Ex. Wby are the peoples not aaae as others? 
Ex. Wby do Wbiteaen have brown hair instead of 
black hair? 
Ex. Why doean•t every aan have beards? 
8 . ~iscellaneoua 
Ex. Wby do we yawn? 
Ex. Why are we alive? 
Ex . How doze we 80Ve our fingers ? 
*** 
Category XIV 
Reproduction of Animal Life 
All questions concerni ng the reproduction of animal 
life, including buman beings , were pl aced in this category. 
Questions inquiring about eggs and reproduction are 
al so included in this category . Questions asking wby a bird 
laid eggs are pl aced under Behavior of Certain Animals in 
Category XII. 
1 . Reproduction of Insects 
None 
2. . Reproduction of Mamma l s Other Than Man 
Ex. How the dogs get little dogs? 
Ex . How do dogs grow when they want dogs? 
3 . Reproduction of Hwoan Be ings 
Ex . Do babies hurt when they come out of the 
mother's woab? 
Ex. Why do some couple have so many children? 
Ex . How are babies made? 
4 . Miscellaneous 




Questions other than size , age , parts of plants , kinds 
of plants , seasonal changes in plants , conditions for growth , 
65 
and reproduction of plants are treated under another bead-
ing . 
Those question• concerned ~itb plant life in foreign 
lands are considered under Distant Lands and Peoples, Cate· 
gory Vll . 
Plants as a source of food, when indicated as a coaaer-
cial product' is recorded under lndustriea and eo-erci al 
Products, Category VIII. Kative food& d~rived fro• the land 
or the ocean are included under tbis category. 
1. Origin of Plants 
None 
2. Growth of Plants 
a . hature of plant srowth 
.Ex. How do plants grow? 
.Ex . How does a tree grow? 
Ex. How do plants get water? 
b . Conditions needed for the growth 
Ex . What <lo 110sses eat? 
c . A~e and aiz~ of plants 
.Ex . How do trees grow loog? 
Ex. How big is the biggest tree? 
Ex. How thick is the trees in California? 
d . Cultivation of plants 
None 
()() 
3. Parts of Plants 
a. Leaves 
Ex. How do leaves grow in trees? 
b. Coloring mat t er 
Ex. ~bat makes the grass green? 
Ex. I wonder wha t makes the flowers blue? 
c . Fl owers 
Ex . Wby don ' t flowers make faces? 
d . Seeds and fruit 
Ex. Where do we aet our seeds? 
Ex. Row do seeds grow? 
Ex. What aakes a seed grow into a plant? 
4 . Seasonal Changes in Plants 
Ex. Wby do leaves froa the trees fall in automn? 
Ex. Do the grass dies at the winter? 
5. Kinds of Plants 
Ex . What kind o f berrya do we have? 
Ex . What kind of a tree do we have at Chri stmas? 
Ex. What kind of trees ate there? 
6. Miscellaneous 
Ex. ~by fungi grow in t r ees? 
Ex . Where do rubber trees crow? 






Under this heading are placed those inquiries concerning 
the ear th 's interior and exterior physical makeup . ~estions 
sueb as: Wby is it hot inside the earth? are reeorded her e . 
Questions suggestin~ supers~itions of ceo eoaing from the 
eenter of the earth are placed under Category XXX, Questions 
lnvolvins Unkno~~ Persons or Places. 
1 . Age and Origin of the Ear th 
Ex. ~bo made the world and the animals and people 
livinR on it? 
Ex. Kow old is thi s world? 
F.x . How this earth set started? 
2 . Size and Shape of tbe Earth 
Ex. l!o~ big is the earth? 
Ex. Why the world is round? 
Ex. Why is the earth flat? 
3 . Movements of the Ear th 
Ex. Wby do the plane t s and earth always -ove round 
and round? 
Sx . How coMe we never feel the earth when it's 
going a round r eal fast? 
Ex. Why does the earth go around? 
4 . Physical Features on the Earth's Surface 
a . Land forms 
Ex . How is the earth aade into different parts? 
Ex . What are slopes •ade from? 




Soil and rocks 
Ex. Mlat is roc:k aade of? 
Ex. What •akea roc:ks7 
.l!x. Why are tbe .stones hard a.nd heavy? 
Water bodies 
Ex. How were the rive1s ...Se7 
Bx. Why ace some of the water is shallow and dirty 
and soae of i~ deep and c:lear7 
Ex. Wby are tbe waves bil way down in the ocean 
and saall in ~be shallow plac:e? 
5. factors Effective in Changing the Earth'S Surface 
a . Earthquakes 
Bx. Mlat aake tbe eartbquake? 
Do some amall village go down 
there is earthquake? 
under Ocean when 
Ex. How do earth quakes get started? 
b. Volc:aooes 
Ex. Why are volcanoes made? 
Ex. How do volc&no start erouption? 
J::..x. What aakes volcanoes? 
c. Mountain buildin~ 
Ex. Why do we have mountAins? 
Ex. Do all aountaios are in the saae shape? 
Ex. Wb~t aakea aountaina? 
d. Glaciers 
Ex. Do the gleaers melt in suamer7 
Ex. Could people c:liab tbe glesers in su .. er tiae? 
~-
Ex . Js the 80UDtains nisbet than Slacers? 





Ex. What is coal -de of? 
Oil 
Ex. Where does the oil come from? 
Ex. How was oil foraed ? 
Ex. Where do they Hod oil? 
Minerals 
Ex. What is the aost beautiful gea in the world? 
Ex. How was gold, iron, led, •etal , and other 
ainerals build on earth? 
Ex. How do they get lead? 
d. Miscellaneous 
Ex. ~~Y is the ear th bot inside? 
Ex. How does under ground look like? 
Ex. What is the smalleat matter on earth? 
.... 
Cat egory xvu 
Weather and Climate 
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Only those questions concerned witb present day aetbod5 
of studying weather are placed under this heading . Questions 
dealing with old aores coocernins tbe weatber are listed 
under Miscellaneous, Categor y XXV. 
Tbis main heading also includes questions on atmosphere 
• 
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and air pressure, natural ice, and the aeientific iostru•ents 
used in studying weather . 
1. 
2. 
Differences in Te.perature 
Ex. How does weather change? 
Ex. Why does it get wam in sumce.r? 
Ex. How does it get cold in winter? 
Seasons 
Ex. What mates tbe spring co:s:e? 
Ex. What •akes the nature turn? 
~. Wby aren't we baving suamer the way tbe 
Southern people are nov having it? 
3 . Ataosphere 
Ex . What is air made of? 
Ex. What are clouGs aade of? 
Ex. What makes fog? 
4. Moisture and Precipitation 
a. Water 
Ex . How does water in the air become snow? 
b . Rain 
Ex. Why do we have rain? 
Ex. Where does the rain co•e fro•? 
Ex. What cause it to rain? 
e. Snow 
Ex. What is snow ~~ade of? 
Ex. What makes the anow aelt? 
• 
Ex. What causes &now? 
.s. !!ail 
Ex. Does rain.Srops Hlt an.S turn to bail? 
e. Evaporation 
Bx. What make water evaporate? 
f. Storms 
llx. Why do we hav·e stona? 
Ex. How come it gets atormey when it win.Sy? 
Ex. Wbat makes thunder and lisbtning? 
5. Gathering an4 Disseminating on Weather 
Ex. How do they get tbe weather reported? 




Under Astronomy are included all questions dealing 
directly with specific aspects of the heavenly bodies . Ques-
tions such as: ~~y do men want to go to the .con in rocket 
ships? are not list~ here. Queations on gravity as tbe 
force that bolds tbe bodies of the solar systea in place aay 
be found here. 
1. The Sun 
Ex. Wby is tbe sun so hot? 
Ex. Wby does the sun give us lipht? 
Ex. -by does tbe sun sbine? 
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2. The Moon 
Ex. What kind of creatures are there in the moon? 
Ex. What sakes people think that there is so•ethinl 
on the other side of tbe aoon when there is 
only sigantic rocks in front 7 
Ex. Why ia there no air in the moon? 
3 . The Planets Other Than the .Bartl!. 
Ex. If people live on tile earth, why can't tile 
other planets have ao•e people or aniaa.ls 
living on thea? 
Ex. Does Mars have life on it? 
Ex. Do the creatures of other planets sucb. as 
"ll:eptune" get tbeir energy fro• the sun, too? 
4. The Stars and Constellations 
Ex . How many stars are there? 
Ex. Wby do tile stars shine at night? 
Ex. How biJ are the stars? 
s. Meteors and Meteorites 
Ex. What will happen if a comet bit the world? 
Ex. Why does the star fall down? 
Ex. Why do the co=aets always show in tile sky? 
o. The force of Gravity 
Ex. Can 't gravity ever lose its power? 
Ex. How much force haa the force of gr avity? 
Ex. How does the force of s ravity pull things down? 
7. The Sky 
Ex. What •akes the sky blue? 
Ex. What make the white cloud in the sky? 
Bx. -~at are sky made of? 
8 . The Aurora Borealis 
Bx. What ~kes northern lights? 
Ex. What aakes the Northern LiChts shine~ 
Category XIX 
E.nugy 
This category contains all questions concerned witb 
el~etricity and fi£e. Gravity aa a natural force wbich 
affects objects on or near tbe earth, such as: steam, aach-
ines, floating bodies, waterpower, and daas is also included 
in this category. 
1. Natural Physical Forces 
a. Heat and fire 
b . 
e . 
Ex . lilly ia fire hot? 
Ex. How fast does a light travel? 
Light 
Ex. How does the sun aake light? 
Ex. What aake lighting flash? 
Ex. Why do the light shines? 
Sound 
Ex. What aake the recorda sing, and how did tbey 
aake it? 
Ex. What •akes sound? 




Ex. When airplanes and rockets go highe r than the 
force of gravity why do they ever coae down 
at all? 
Ex. What is a gravity? 
Ex. What would bave happened to the eartb if tbe 
gravity is not pulling it down? 
e . Magnetisa 
~x. What makes a magnet work? 
Ex. Wbat aakes the aagnet pull? 
2 . Porces Used in Modern Technological Development 
a. Electricity 
Bx. Row did they make light? 
Ex. How does the electric power eats the gas? 
Ex. Why is electricity dangerous? 
b . Steaa 
None 
c . Running water 
Ex. What makes tbe water run? 
d . hxplosive cheaicals 
£x. Why does dynaaite blow up? 
e. Machines 
Ex. Why is it that the su~rine engines don't 
drown even if their under waters? 
Ex. How did they engin to go with gasoline? 
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bx. ~bat do enRinea work when they light up a bulb? 
••• 
Category XX 
Science -- Miscellaneous 
Since the Clark study. drastic advances have been made 
in the field of science. Terms such as moon satellite, sput~ 
nik, rockets, and apace are new or bave a deeper meaning to 
the child in 1959 . 
Therefore, under the category, Science -- Miscella-neous 
have been added the sub~divisions, Outer-space, Satellites , 
and Rockets . 
As this present study progressed it ~ecame evident that 
the number of questions directly concerned with these terms 
warranted a separate sub-division . 
l. Satellites 
Ex. What is the Russian sat . now doing? 
Eo< . Wily did the satdlite turn, and go around tbe 
sun? 
Ex. Wb.at makes the spotnick fly high? 
2 . Rockets 
Ex. Will stewardesses serve in rockets? 
Bx. How fast does a rocket travel? 
Ex . What things make the rockets move or go? 
3. Miscellaneous 
Ex. What is oxygen? 
Ex. How do scientists find out so many things? 
Ex. Why do a ball ~unce? 
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4. Outer Space 
Ex. Wby are we trying to get into outer space? 
Ex. Does anyone go outer space? 




Origin of music, compo$ers, and musical instruments are 
found under this category. 
Native music and musical instruments have also been in-
cluded under this min bead·ing . 
1. Origin of Music 
Ex. How was cowboy singing started? 
2. Composers of Music 
Ex . Who was tbe best composer in the year 1954? 
3 . Musical Instruments 
Ex. How do tbey make getuars? 
Ex. How do they make trumpet? 
Ex. Ho""· do the ho:rns 11ake music? 
*** 
Category XXI I 
Arithmetic 
Direct requests for help in a specific situation to 
solve a problea may be recorded under Tbe School, Category 
77 
XXVI. All questions dealing with arithmetic as a body of 
knowledge are checked here. 
Bx. How did peoples learend how to counts? 
Ex . lfbe re did we get t be numbers? 
Ex . Why do we work arithmetic? 
*** 
Category XXIII 
Art and Artists 
This category include$ all questions about ancient and 
contemporary art and artists . Questions on primitive art 
and artists, as well as methods of making ancient colors for 
decorative use, are here included. 
Ex . Who won the childrens art contest and where is 
the pictu r e ~eing displayed? 
Ex. Who is the greatest artist in the world? 
Ex. How do they draw pritty pictures? 
... 
Category XXXV 
Definitions of Words and Phrases 
The desire for assistance in understanding words and 
word phrases are contained in this category. 
£x . What does leper means? 
Ex . What does bay wire means? 
£x . \fbat does reputation mean? 
*** 
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Cat ~gory XXV 
Miscellaneous 
In this category are questions not recorded elsewhere . 
Ex. What ~ill happen in tb~ y~ar 1964? 
Ex. Why do you always be polit~ to the p~opl~? 
Ex. Why do~• a .an always tak~ his hat off? 
*** 
Ca t~gory XXVI 
Th~ School 
Curriculum, grading and promotion , pupil behavior, the 
teacher, administration, etc ., are listed here as separate 
entities only for the eaae of categorizins •ore specifically 
the aany question• concerning tbe scbool. 
Questions aucb aa: 11Wby did the government build a 
school in our village?n are tabulated under Local Comaunity, 
Category IX. 
l. P~rsonal Probl~•s of Pupils 
a. Success in academic subjects 
Ex. How do ~ •~rize tbe thio8S we learned? 
Ex. Who is tb~ b~st in school? 
b. ~garding crading &D4 promotion 
Ex . What are my grad~s? 
Ex. l~hat shall w~ do to pass our grades next year? 
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2 . The Behavior of Pupils 
Ex. Why do some boys and girls quick having school? 
Ex. Why do some kids fight? 
Ex. What ~ates soae kids qui t and soae talkS alot? 
3 . Tbe Curriculua 
a . Reasons for includins certain subjects and experi-
ences 
Ex . Where did they ~et tbe idea to have arithmetic 
in schools? 
Ex. Why do we hav~ science in school? 
Ex. o11y is it 
English? 
i•portant to learn how to 
b . Reaaons for omi ttina certain subjects and 
None 
c . Suggestions as to content 
None 
4 . The Teacher and Methods of Teaching 
Ex. Why do they have school teachers? 
Ex. What kind of teacher is the best? 
Ex . What is the teachers naae? 
5 . Reasons for Having Schools 
Ex . Why do we have schools? 
speak 
experiences 
Ex. Why do we alWLyS have to go to school? 
Ex . Why do we go to school for 180 days? 
6 . The Physical Surroundings 
Ex. Why do the school is always bis? 
7 . ·l'be Ad11inis t rat ion 
a. Reasons for rules of discipline 
Ex. Why do the members of Student Council tell 
what we have to do? 
Ex. Why do we have to have very strict orders? 
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Ex. How cooe we can't play away from boundry lines? 
b. Schedul es o£ activities 
Ex . When will we have our Christmas program? 
Ex . Why do we draw some pictures? 
Ex . Wby not we have a program in school and invite 
our family? 
8. History and Present Status of Schools 
a. General 
Ex. How is it in h igh school and away from school? 
Ex. Who started schools? 
Ex. What place was the first school started and 
where the first school was builded? 
b. Local 
Ex. Who built this building? 
Ex. How Many schools are there in Alaska? 
Ex . How many children are in the school house? 
*** 
Category XXVI 
Problems of Personal and Socia l Adjustment 
The questions which are placed under this category deal 
with the problems children meet in their day-to -day living 
outside of the school. Their personal problems associated 
with their life in a school are classified under Scbool, 
Category XXVI. 
1. Fanily Problems 
2 . Greed , 
Ex . Why are soae people treatened badly by their 
folkS or anybody? 
Ex. Why do some women mistreat their daughters 
when they're young? 
Bx. Is it natural not to care for new born babies? 
Selfishness , Un ld ndneas, Lawlesaneaa 
Ex. How come aoae people kill each other? 
.llx . Why are some people gublera? 
Ex. Why are some people so rude and bossy? 
3. Religion 
.Ex. How do people la>ow jesus was born in BetblebHO? 
.Ex. What is tbe last warning that our Blessed 
Mother is ~oing to tell the catholics in 1960? 
Ex. Why can't we see heaven even they say the 
heaven is right above us? 
4. Vocat ions and Individual Problems 
Ex. What would I do if I don't go through High 
School? 
Bx. How old should a girl be before she starts to 
go places by herself? 
.llx. When I have money of my own why do ay mother 
always have to keep it and spend it? 
S. Mental P~ocesses 
.Ex. Why are soae people saarter than others? 
Bx. What kind of people go crazy? 
Ex. How come some people cannot learn quickly 
While others do? 
6. Soy-Girl Relationships 
Ex. Why do we kiss each other? 
Ex. What does a wink •ean fro• a girl to a boy? 
Ex. Why do some lovers have a bard time together? 
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7. ~eations Which Su,pest that the Writers feel rbere is a 
Diff~renee Betw~ea Americans and the People of Other LandS 
Ex. Why are Americans and Russians different? 
Ex . How are the Russian people differ from the 
United States people? 
Ex. How are the children lite in Australia are they 
different fro• ua? 
8 . Miacellaneous--Reguests for Help in Understanding Human 
Behavior 
Ex. How come white people don't want the Negroes 
to go to school with thea? 
Ex. Why are .are people becoain8 more involved in 
the worlds changes? 
Ex. Why do people adopt children? 
••• 
Category XXVIII 
Personal to the Inquirer 
In Personal to the Inquirer are recorded those questions 
that are aimed directly at tbe inquirer . ~estions such as: 
"Kow old are you?" "How =.any children do you have?11 •ay be 
scored here. 
Ex . Do you think you can go to the moon? 
Ex . How woul4 you feel if you •et a Gorilla? 
E.x . Have you ever ha.cl a face to face chat 'd th any 
of the actors or actresses yet? 
••• 
Category JCXIX 
Statements Th•t Do Not Imply questions 
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All sentences and fragments of sentences that do not 
iaply a question are locate~ un4er this category . 
1. 
2. 
Statements Tba t Express Apt>roval of School 
llx . I like to go to acbool. 
Ex. I Ute to work II)' spelling test. 
Ex . I like to work II)' arithaetic workbook . 




~estions Involving Unknown Persons or Places 
Ex. Where 4oes tbe gbosta come from? 
Ex. How 4o tbey beco•e great sinsers? 
Ex. Who is tbe aost beautiful la4y in the worl4? 
••• 
catesory XXXI 
questions that Sug«est Ri~les tbe Chil4ren May Have in Min4 
Ex. Does a tooth really beco•e a ~ney? 
Ex. Why does Rudolph bave a re¢ nose? 
Ex. What often falls but never set burt? 
••• 
Category XXXll 
questions That Suggest Daydreaming 





Questions witbout ••aninga and warda spelle¢ incorrectly 
to the extent that no meanins coul d be attached were recorded 
under this main headiog . 
Ex. Wny are we makin~ a riving? 
Ex. Why do you put your spool in tne l oft? 
Ex. What will the world do if something happens? 
••• 
Category XXXIV 
Professions and Professional People 
All questions conceroioR -ovie actors and actresses, 
doctors, lawyers, dentists, scientists, etc., are placed in 
this eate~ory . Questions about teachers as a sroup and how 
to become a teacher are recorded under the heading Tbe School, 
Cato~ory XXVI . 
8S 
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Ex. What do doctors and nurses learn to do? 
Bx. Why does Marilyn Monroe have big busts? 
Bx. Is Debbie Raynolds lonely without Eddie? 
*** 
Category XXXV 
Habits and Manners 
l!x . Why do men smoke cigars? 
Bx. Why do men gU drunk? 
l!x . How do we act like a girl or lady? 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYS IS OF DATA 
This study polled sixty-two day and boarding school s of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs . Nine hundred five native chil -
dren in grades four, five and six responded with 9056 ques-
tions representing in their totality sixty-nine per cent of 
the schools surveyed . 
Whereas this is 
three categories and 
a comparative study, the &ame tbirty-
thei r s ·ut>-divisions utilized by Clark.!/ 
were used to segregate the questions submitted . 
Two new categories, XXX IV and XXXV, were appended to 
those used by Clark, these being Professions and Professional 
People and Habits and Manners respectively . The questions 
listed under these two new categories are !21 used in the per-
centage comparisons of the t wo studies . However , these ques -
tions !!! used in computin~ ~be number of questions asked by 
the native boys and girls and also in determining the total 
amount of questions asked . Tbe categories are identified in 
Table III . 
A sample of a completed paper from a boy and gi r l at 
each grade level investigated follows . These sample papers 
are exact replica of those received . 
!/Clark, op. cit ., pp. 19-50. 
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Questions from Gra4e 4 , Boy 
1. Row do we get poleylo? 
2 . \1hy did Alaska become a state? 
3 . Wby did At em and eve disobay God? 
4. Wby clid At em and eve ate the apple? 
s. ll'hen well there be the next wearl war? 
6. Why do we just go to school in the winter? 
7 . Why did in the old times they did not have school? 
8 . Wby do outber animals kill each outber? 
9 . Why do Rusheins want Alaska back? 
10 . Why do the Amerkins ar stitying about the moon? 
11. Why are more pepple are coming to Alaska? 
12. Why do we arint sopost to drink coffee? 
Questions from Grade 4 , Girl 
1. Who will be Santa Claus? 
2 . Why do we get some pils? 
3 . When do we get new teachers? 
4. When will thay ~ake new ferie booka? 
5. When do we get merryed ? 
6 . What will we do when we get merryed? 
7 . What do bi!d do when we brake there nest? 
8 . lfhen do skys go to the North Pole? 
9 . What will ..,.,e do when we are nineth grade? 
10. When do we get new teetb? 
11. Wbu will we get new sisters? 
12. 'fbat do tbey aake pencils out of? 
13. lhere do tbey aake pencils ? 
14 . What do the u.s . A. do four us? 
1$ . What doze tbe Bird <lo when it is little? 
16 . llho.t kind of stories do l:lttle rirl like tbe best of all? 
17 . What doze the plant do when it die? 
18 . What do you do to keep the house clean? 
19. l<o• do we get sotte money? 
Questions f r o• Grade 5, Boy 
1. ~w can 1 ride a horse? 
2. Why do tbey paint tbe house? 
3 . How is our eyes are colored? 
4 . Hoo can we fly like birds? 
5. Why do people l ive in houses? 
6 . Why do we walk, tal k , see , and move? 
7 . Why do we get l azy? 
8 . •Illy do we work? 
9 . lfhy do we get food by bunting? 
10. Why do we get brothers and sisters? 
11 . Why do we wear clothes? 
12. Why do we write a letter to our friendS? 
13 . Why do we larn by our teachers? 
14. Wby do people tal k different lancuege? 
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15. Why do we get cold in winter? 
16 . Why do we get hot in s=er? 
17 . \'lby do we breath through air? 
18 . Why t1oes the ldnd. blows? 
19 . \'lby do the earth is rouncl? 
2.0 . Why we get born into babies? 
21. How is the worlcl macl of? 
Questions from Gracle S, Girl 
1 - How long do you have to bave training to be a Stewardess? 
2. . \'lbat do people aboard a crashing plane do? Do they get 
excited or panicky? 
3 . How clo some people get out of a crashed plane alive? 
the ones who stay calm the ones who get out alive? 
4 . Is it harcl for the Stewardesses to stay calm when the 
passengers are all . ky? pan1C. . 
S. Do all Stewardesses have to know how to get along with 
people? 
Are 
6 ~ 1 f theres someone abroad "a Stewardess lmows and doesn • t 
like" does she have to try and be ni ce to hi.m "or" her or 
just i gnore him "or11 her? 
7 . Are ghosts real? 
8 - Are there any living creatures living on the planet Mars? 
9 . How would you feel if three boys are going after you and 
each of them askecl you to marry them? 
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10 . How is it to be out alone hunting during the cold seasons? 
11 . How is it that some c1oetors don't know whats wrong with a 
person, but the person doesn ' t act as other people do? 
12. An there any ends to schools? 
13 . Is Alaska ever going to have some products like some in 
U. S . A. ? 
Questions from Grade 6 , Boy 
l. Whey did we get our first movie in Wrangl e town? 
2 . HO\'i come we always have very strick orders? 
3 . 'r';lley do we have to go to bed early? 
4 . How come we can't play away from bound ry lines? 
5 . How can the sattlelite go into orbite? 
6 . Whey can 1 t we go home on christmas? 
7. How come there are always people t rying to rule the world? 
8 . l~ey do we get Welfare checks Because are father died? 
9 . Whey do we get vaccinated? 
10. l~ey do the students bave to put on prog r&.e~s? 
11. Whey do people from Washington D.C. visits us? 
12. Whey did Adem and Eve ate the apple? 
13. Why do people want to go to the moon? 
14. How come Russia is trying to get otber countries? 
15. Whey do people want to rob people? 
16 . \'f"h.ey are scinets are trying to explore antartica? 
17 . How do tbe planes fly when it bas lots of people? 
92 
18. whey do we have presedects of tbe united states? 
19. Whey do people don't understand C~rist the lord? 
20. dbey do •e have ene~y of otber lands? 
21. llow was Mn mad e? 
22. ~~ey do people of long ago beleved in ~hosts? 
23. Whey do we have a slevel? 
24 . Whey do we want to go to every plonits? 
25 . How come we have states in america? 
26. Whey is it dan•oes for a man to go along into space? 
27 . Why do we have teachers? 
~estions fro~ Grade 6, Girl 
1. wbat is the largest country ~ritaio owns? 
2. \'hat are soz:e of the stronrest countries of the world? 
3 . Who launched the first rocket to space? 
4. riho is the most famous Red Cross nurse in the world? 
$ . Who do you think is the oost beautiful actress in tbe 
world? 
6. What is a Mau -Mau? 
7. How do people Ret to tame tbe sun? 
8. ~ow rucb force bas the force of gravity? 
9. What kind of steel can be aelted aore slowly thaD any other 
kind of steel? 
10. What country is the most beautiful country in the world? 
11. What is the hi~hest mountain in the world? 
12. •lbat town or country was the Bible printed? 
13. Did anyone find the ark of Noah? 
14. Wbo ~<as the most famous writter of fairy tales? 
15. Is it very cold or bot in space? 
16 . Do you tbink that someday tbe planet 1D space will ready 
for people to live on it? 
17. What is tbe glass rnade of? 
18 . What was the last state in America to become a state? 
Table 1 constitutes a l is t ing of the questions broken 
down according to villaf!e , grade and sex . The 906 native 
boys and girls in the 44 cooperating vil lages asked 9056 
questions . The 453 native boys asked 4153 questions with an 
average of 9 . 17 queries per boy . The 453 native girls asked 













Grade 6 I 
Village ) 







So~a and ~uaber of Question& RecaiYed Froa 906 Native 
Children of Alaska in Gradea 4, 5, and 6 
Ave . Ave . Total 
No . of No . of No . of No . of Total No . of 
No . of Quee- Ques- No , ol Quee- Quee- No . of Quee-
Boy a tiona tiona Girls tiona tions Pupils tione 
11 .oo 1 5 41 8 . 20 3 )9 8 eo 
2 25 12 . 50 0 0 0 2 25 
2 26 13 .00 4 47 11.75 6 7) I 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 I 0 0 1 2 2 .00 1 2 1 4 4 .00] 0 0 0 1 4 
l • 4 17 4 . 25 0 0 I 0 4 17 1 i 6 6 .00, 2 I 12 6 .00 3 18 1 15 15. 00 4 )8 9 . 50 5 53 I 
10. 00 8 4 .00 ' 18 1 10 2 3 
4 28 ? .00 0 0 0 4 28 
2 10 5.00 2 17 8 . 50 4 27 
14 . 50 6 4 58 2 29 1~ . 50 I 87 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 4 86 21. 50 4 86 
(Continued on next page) 
f Total 




12 . 50 















Table I (Continued) 
No. of 
No . o Ques-
Boys tions 
Village 5 
Grade 4 7 23 
Grade 5 1 3 Grade 6 J 17 
Village 6 
6 Grade 4 27 
Grade 5 J 28 




2 I 11 Grade 5 3 18 Grade 6 0 0 
Village 8 
65 Grade 4 10 I Grade 5 9 87 Grade 6 15 79 
Village (2) 
Grade 4 J 23 
Grade 5 2 18 
Grade 6 I 2 12 Village 9 
I Grade 4 3 43 Grade 5 0 0 
Grade 6 I 4 57 
Ave . Avo . 
No. of No . of No. of Que a- No . of Ques- Que a-
tions 1 Girls tions t iona 
10 .66 ) • 50 3 32 
J .00 8 65 8 .12 
5.66 2 10 5.00 
6. 25 4 . 50 4 25 
9 .3.3 1 7 7. 00 9.33 2 15 7. 50 
5-55 2 7 3. 3.) 6 .00 7 49 7.00 0 0 0 0 
6 . 50 6. 60 5 3J 9 .67 4 21 5. 25 
5. 27 10 118 11 . 80 
7 .66 2 42 21 .00 
9 .00 3 17 5.66 6 .00 1 7 7 .00 
14. 33 ) 43 14. 33 
0 1 I 15 15. 00 14 . 25 0 0 0 
(Continued on next page) 
Total 
Total No . of 






























4 . 50 
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14 . 3.) 
15.00 
14 . 25 oO 
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Table I (Continued) 
Ave . Ave . Total Total 
No . of llo . of No . of No . of Total No . of Ave . No . 
No . of Ques- Ques- No . of Ques- Que a- No . of Ques- of Quea-
I Boys tions t.ions Girls tions tiona Pupils tions tions 
' Village 10 I 
74 14 . 80 4 36 9 .00 ~ 100 11.11 Grade 4 5 Grade 5 I 4 56 14 .00 2 22 11 .00 78 13 .00 Grade 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Village ll 
6 146 6 146 24 . 33 Grade 4 0 0 S.oo I 24 .33 Grade 5 l 13 4 104 26.00 5 117 23 .40 
Grade 6 3 95 )1.66 5 10) 20.60 8 198 Z4 , 75 
Village (3) I 
Grade 4 1 0 0 I l 3 3.00 2 J 1.50 Grade 5 0 0 0 2 20 10.00 2 20 10. 00 
Grade 6 2 9 4 . 50 l 5 5.00 6 14 2. JJ 
Village 12 
Grade 4 4 37 9 . 25 2 38 19.00 6 75 12 . 50 
Grade 5 I l I 22 1 22.00 3 57 19. 00 4 79 19.75 Grade 6 1 13 1) .00 1 12 12. 00 2 25 12. 50 
Village * 
160 I 14. 36 Grade 4 12 l) . 3J ll 158 2) 318 1) . 8) 
Grade 5 12 I 64 5-JJ 10 ?J ? . JO 22 I 137 6 . 23 Grade 6 7 61 8.71 10 70 7. 00 17 131 7 -71 
Village 13 
.14 Grade 4 J 0 0 4 1 4 .00 g 1 Grade 5 6 11 l.SJI 0 0 0 11 1.8) 
Grade 6 5 14 2. 80 3 10 3 -33 8 I 24 J .OO "3 
(Continued on next page) 
Table I (Continued) 
Ave . Ave . 
No. of llo . of No . of No . or 
No . of Que a- Ques- Ko . of Que a- Que a-
Boys tiona tions Girls Uone tiona 
Village 14 
Grade 4 ) 4 l.JJ 2 7 2 .)3 
Grade 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grade 6 1 12 12. 00 l 14 14 .00 
Village 15 
Grade 4 J 10 ) . 33 4 37 9 .25 
Grade 5 4 50 12, 50 1 10 10,00 
Grade 6 4 64 16.00 2 29 14 . 50 
Village (4) I 
Grade 4 2 24 12.00 2 14 7 .00 
Grade 5 4 33 1 8. 25 2 27 1) . 50 Grade 6 J 29 9 .66 0 0 0 
Village ( 5) 
' Grade 4 3 22 7. )) 2 25 12 . 50 ' 
Grade 5 0 ~ I 0 0 0 0 Grade 6 1 9 .00 3 44 14 .66 1 
I I Village 16 Grade 4 5 57 11 .40 5 58 I 11 .60 Grade 5 3 20 6 .66 6 63 10. 50 Grade 6 5 69 1) .80 I 1 8 8 .00 
Village w (6) 
Grade 4 2 )0 15 .00 j 0 0 0 Grade 5 2 14 7. 00 2 )9 19. 50 
Grade 6 0 0 o I 2 4) 21.50 J 
(Continued on nert P'S•I 
Total 
Total ~o . of 





















Ave . r;o . 
of Quea-
tiona 
2 . 50 
0 
13 .00 
6 . 71 
12 .00 
15 . 50 










13 . 22 
26. 50 
"' .... 
Table I (Continued) 
Ave . Ave . 
No . of No . of No . of No . of 
No . of Quee- Ques- No . of Ques- Quea-
Boys tiona tiona Girls tiona tiona 
Village 17 
6. 14 Grade 4 22 1)5 17 1z8 9 -~ Grade 5 15 126 8.40 19 1 9 7 . 
Grade 6 18 16) 9. 05 16 189 ll .81 
Villa&• (7) 
16 8 .00 Grade 4 2 2 J 1 . SO 
Grade 5 5 21 4 .20 1 0 0 
Grade 6 0 0 0 4 1) ) . 25 
Villa&• 18 
46 J .66 Grade 4 J 15. JJ J ll 
Grade 5 2 24 12.00 4 ra 1J . SO Grade 6 ) 2) 7. 66 J 16.00 
Villq;e (8) ~ .oo I Grade '• 0 0 0 0 0 Grade 5 ) 16 s .JJ 2 I 10 Grade 6 ) )5 ll .66 2 15 7- SO 
Villq;e (9) I 
Grade 4 2 8 4 .00 0 0 0 
Grade 5 2 5 2. SO 2 9 4 . 50 
Grade 6 1 11 11.00 2 24 12. 00 
Villq;e 19 
Grade 4 1 0 0 
" 
• 22 s.so 
Grade 5 2 I s 1. SO 7 29 .. . 14 
Grade 6 5 I 49 9 . 80 8 I 56 7 .00 I 
(Continued on next page) 
Total 
Total No . of 
No . of Ques-
Pupil a tions 
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Total 







J . so ) . 25 
9 . so 
1).00 
11. 8) 
I 0 5 . 20 10.00 
I 4 .oo I J . 50 11 .66 
' 
' . 
" .40 ) . 78 
I 8. 08 "' .. 
Table I (Continued) 
Ave . Ave. Toeal Total 
No. of I No. of lio . of No . of Total No . of Ave . ~o . 
Ho . of Quu- Quea- No .of Quea- Ques- No . of Quea- of Quea-
Boys tiona I tiona Girla tiona tions Pupil a tiona tiona ' 
Village 20 
Grade It l 2 2.00 ) )6 12.00 4 )8 9 . 50 
Grade 5 2 1 J , SO 
" 
2) 
z -751 6 )0 s.oo Grade 6 2 26 1) .00 2 69 J . 50 4 95 2) .75 
Village 21 
6 s.so 1 Grade 4 2 9 4 . 50 )) 8 42 5. 25 
Grade 5 > 29 9 .66 2 14 7 .00 5 It) 8.6o Grade 6 5 )6 7 .20 0 0 0 5 )6 7. 20 
Village 22 
2.40 8.00 6 Grade 4 5 12 1 8 20 ) .)) 
Grade 5 6 54 9 .00 4 )5 8. 75 10 89 8.lo 
Grade 6 2 18 9 .00 J 64 21.)) 5 82 16. 0 
Village 23 0 Grade 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grade 5 1 11 11.00 6 66 u .oo 1 71 11 .00 
Grade 6 0 0 0 J 49 16.)) ) 49 16. )) 
Village 24 
4 8 .00 0 4 8.00 Grade 4 )2 0 0 32 
Grade 5 1 19 2 .71 2 6 3 .00 9 25 2. 78 
Grade 6 5 11 2 .20 4 12 ) .oo 9 23 2. 56 
Village 25 
4 Grade 4 0 0 ) 25 8. )3 1 25 ) . 57 
Grade S 1 0 ~ . so 1 2 9 4.50 J 9 ) .00 Grade 6 4 )0 2 20 10.00 6 ;o s.n :g 
(Continued on next page) 
0 
Table I (Continued) 
-
Ave . Ave . Tot al Total 
No . of No . of No . of No . of Total No . of Av• . No . 
No . of Queo- Ques- No . of Que a- Que a- No . of Ques- of Quea-
Boys eions t.ions Girl a tiona tiona Pupil a tions tiona 
' 
\'illa<;e 21 
2) . 66 <! . 16 Grade 4 .:..'t2 6 ;z 12 191 15 .92 Grade 5 6 226 )4 . )) ) 24. 66 9 )00 )) . )) 
Grade 6 2 19 9 . 50 5 89 17 .80 7 108 17 .4) 
Village 27 
Grdo 4 0 0 0 5 41 8 .2o I 5 t.l 8.20 
Grade 5 0 0 0 J J5 11.66 J 35 11 .66 Grade 6 1 16 16.00 0 0 0 l 16 16.00 
Village 28 
Grade 4 l 12 12.00 0 0 0 l 12 12 .00 
Grade 5 0 0 0 5 91 18. 20 5 91 18 .20 
Grade 6 l 10 10.00 ) 76 25. )) 4 I 86 21.50 
! I Village (10 4 Grade 4 2 8 4 .00 2 15 ? . 50 2J 5. 75 
Grade 5 4 9 2. 25 ) lJ 4 .)) 7 22 ) . 14 
Grade 6 J 12 4 .00 I 1 5 5 .00 4 17 4 .25 
Village 29 I 
Grado 4 5 87 17.60 ' 8 151 18. 87 1l 2)8 18.)1 Orade 5 2 68 )4 .00 2 57 28. 50 125 )1.25 
Grade 6 1 6 6 .00 4 90 22 . 50 5 96 19 .20 
Village )0 I 
Grade 4 11 97 8 . 82 I 18 2)9 1) . 28 29 115 ) .97 
Grade 5 11 150 1) .64 ' 15 180 12. 00 26 165 6 .)5 
Grade 6 9 88 9 .79 1 11 146 1) .27 20 99 4 .95 
... g 
(Concluded on next page) 
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Table I (Concluded) 
No . of 
Boys 
Village 3l 
Grade 4 2 
Grade 5 4 
Grade 6 0 
Village '2 
Grade 4 
Grade 5 4 
Grade 6 6 
Village JJ 
Grade 4 2 
Grade 5 0 





No. of llo . of Ques- Ques- llo . of 
tiona tiona Girls 
6 J .OO l 
21 5. 20 0 
0 0 5 
21.! I 7.00 2 
36 9.00 l 90 15.00 
11 5. 50 1 
0 0 4 
19 9 . 50 2 









59 29. 50 
50 7};. 102 17. 
3 3.00 
'·3 13 10 . ~~ 6. 5 
4903 10. 8 
-- ---- -·· 
Total 
Total No . of 




















14 . 50 











Table 2 is a graphic indicator of the variance in number 
of queries by sex in srades •, S, and 6. Itia readily ob-
served that this encor.passes in ita ran~e tboae papers askins 
no questions to one listing fifty-five questions. 
Table 2 
Variance in the ~u.ber of ~estiona 
Aaked by 453 Boys and 4SJ Girls in Gradea 4, S, and 6 
l>o. Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 
~es . 
Asked 8 c T II G T 8 G r 
0 14 6 20 2 2 4 2 3 ~ 1 3 6 9 7 5 12 5 1 
2 10 7 17 13 9 22 6 s 11 
3 7 11 18 13 13 26 10 6 16 
4 6 6 12 11 6 17 11 8 19 
s 7 13 20 8 14 22. 8 8 16 
0 6 3 9 8 4 12. 10 8 18 
7 10 s 15 13 10 23 10 11 21 
8 7 9 16 6 15 2.1 9 11 20 
9 3 11 14 s 10 lS 11 s 16 
10 13 10 23 7 11 18 13 7 20 
11 8 4 12 9 () 15 7 () 13 
12 7 4 11 9 s 14 s 8 13 
13 s 8 13 s 5 10 s 3 8 
14 6 6 4 1 5 7 7 
lS 10 9 19 3 7 10 4 6 10 
16 6 7 13 2 7 9 4 6 10 
17 3 4 7 2 4 6 2 2 4 
18 1 3 4 3 3 3 3 
19 4 4 1 1 2 1 2 3 
20 2 3 s 1 3 4 2 s 7 
21 3 2 s 1 2 3 1 5 6 
22 2 3 5 1 2 3 1 1 2 
23 2 2 2 4 6 
24 3 3 1 1 1 3 4 
25 1 2 3 1 1 2 1 3 
26 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 
27 1 1 2 1 3 
28 2 2 2 1 3 3 3 
29 1 1 
30 1 1 2 1 1 
(Concluded on next page) 
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Table 2. (Concluded) 
No . Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Ques . 
Asked 8 G T 8 G T ll G T 
31 l 1 
32 l 1 3 3 
33 2 2 1 1 
34 1 l 
35 1 1 2 1 l 2 2 2 
36 1 1 
37 
38 















55 1 1 
Table 3 
Total Number and Per Cent of Questions Asked by 
453 Boys and 453 Girls in Grades 4, s, and 6 
in Each of the Thi r ty - five •lajor Cuegories 
Boys Girls I 
Categories No . of lio . of Ques . , Ques . ., 














Man as a Social Being 






Geography of the 
United States and 
its Territories 
Distant Lands and 
Peoples 
I ndustries and Com-
JO:lercial Products 

































88 2. 17 88 1.79 
52 1.28 87 1. 77 
134 3 .30 233 4 . 75 
125 3 . 08 83 1 .69 
102 2 . 51 40 .81 
U2 2 .76 120 2. 44 
99 2 . 44 97 1.99 
292 7 . 20 395 8 . 05 
78 1 . 92 so 1.01 
91 2 . 25 118 2 . 40 
53 1.30 36 1.81 
1226 30. 21 1347 28 . 52 
164 4 .40 165 3 . 36 
251 6 . 19 416 8 . 48 
13 . 32 20 . 41 
63 1. 55 89 1. 81 
92 2 . 26 89 1.81 
155 3 .82 204 4 . 15 
139 3 .42 199 4 . 05 
98 2 .42 72 1. 4() 
75 1.85 98 2.00 
950 26.23 1353 121. 53 I 
(Concluded on next page) 
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Total 





367 4 . 09 
208 2 . 32 
142 1.58 
232 2 . 58 
196 2 . 18 
687 7.66 
128 1.42 
209 2 . 33 
89 .99 
2573 28 . 1>7 
329 3. 67 
667 7.44 
33 . 36 
154 1.69 
181 2. 02 
359 4.00 
338 3 . 77 
110 1.89 
173 1.93 
2303 21> . 77 
105 
Table 3 (Concluded) 
Boys Total 
Categories No . of 
~ <hrls 
o . of No . o f Ques . ll Ques . 
" 

















Music 9 .n 10 • 20 19 • 2.1 
Ari thmetic 6 . 15 11 . 22 17 .H 
Art and Artists 2 .os 13 . 26 15 . H 
Definitions of Words 
and Phrases 22 . 54 129 2.63 151 1.6~ 
Miscellaneous 2.20 5 . 42 115 2. 34 335 3. 7~ 
The School 110 2. .71 116 2. 36 22.0 2. 52 
Problems of Personal 
and Social Adj us t ment 
Personal to the 
298 7 . 35 339 6 . 91 637 7 . ll 
Inquirer 
Statements That Do Not 
838 2.0 . 67 979 19 . 96 1817 20. 28 
Imply Questions Questions Involving 
Unknown Persons or 
2.66 6.56 342 6 . 97 608 6 . 78 
Places 40 . 09 80 1. 63 120 1.33 Questions That Suggest 
Riddles 9 • 22 8 . 16 17 . 19 Questions That Suggest 
Daydreaain~ 0 0 2 . 04 2 . 02 Unintellig~ble 57 . 14 60 1. 22. 117 1.30 
Totals 44 . 21 46.68 44 . 93 
Professions and Pro-
I fessional People 32. . 07 63 1. 28 95 Habi ts and Manners 8 . 02 25 . 50 33 
Totals 1877 2.204 4081 
Table 3 shot<s that 28. 67% of the questions asked fall under 
the heading Social Studies rund 26 . 77% of the total number fall 
under the heading Science. In spi te of these l arge percentages , 
a closer scrutiny of the tabl e discloses that a large 44 . 93% of 
!!! the questions fal l under categories other than the two afore-
mentioned ones . 




asked 30. 21' and the girls ask~d Z8 .5Z\. Of th~ 2303 questions 
submitted in the area of Science, boys asked 26 . 23~ , girls 
27 . 53~ . In areas XXVII , xxvr r , •nd XXIX, which account for 
34 . 17~ of the questions l isted under the grouoin~ Other Axeas , 
the girl s exceed the boys by a moderate aar~in in questions 
asked . 
Table 4 
rot.l !;umber and Per ~t of Questions Asked 
by 167 3oys and 151 Girls i n the Fourth Grade in 
Each of the ~ajor Cater.or1es 
lloys Girls Total 
Categories No . of 1\o . of t.o . of 















Kan as a Social Bein& 
American Histo ry and 
Government 
Co1:1.munication 
Travel and. ·.rrans -
portation 
Inventions 
Geography of the u.s . 
and its Territories 








Clark's Sub- total 
$2 3 . 45 
2 . 13 
41 2 . 72 
58 3 . 18 
16 1.06 
18 1. 19 
23 1. 52 
109 7 . 22 
18 1.19 
49 3 . 25 
13 .86 
399 25. 77 
' 4121> 153 . 36 
Ques . ~ 
37 2 . 24 89 2. 82 
11 . 1>7 13 . 41 
59 3. 57 100 3 . 16 
31 1.88 89 2. 82 
4 . 24 20 . 1>3 
11 . 1>7 29 . 91 
16 . 97 39 1 . 23 
144 8 . 72 253 8 .01 
8 . 48 26 .82 
40 2 . 42 89 2 .82 
3 . 18 11> . 51 
364 22. 04 763 24 .14 
4136 S• • So 8262 51. 91 
































Clark ' s Sub-total 





























Art and Artists 
Definitions of 
Words and Phrases 
Miscellaneous 
l'he School 
Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustments 
Personal to the 
Inquirer 
Statements l'hat Do Not 
Imply Questions Questions Involving 
Unkno\m Persons or 
Places 
Questions That 











:S4 3 . 58 62 3.76 
76 5 . 04 125 7. 57 
2 .13 4 . 24 
32 2. 12 24 1.45 
23 1.52 27 1.64 
66 4 . 37 102 6 . 18 
28 1.86 36 2. 18 
36 2.39 20 1.21 
ll3 . 86 12 . 73 
330 21.87 412 24 . 9o 
1961 25 . 35 2000 24 . 45 
0 0 5 . 30 
2 . 13 5 . 30 
2 . 13 4 • 24 
0 0 48 2 . 91 
58 3 . 18 47 2.85 
44 2 .91 62 3 . 76 
126 8 . 35 112 6 .78 
352 23 . 33 389 23 . 57 
156 10 . 34 173 10. 48 
18 1.19 9 . 55 
4 . 27 2 
-12 
0 0 0 0 
18 1.19 19 1.15 
780 51.02 875 53 . 01 
1645 21.71 2047 25 . 01 
(Concluded on next page) 
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Total 
~o . of 
<(ues . 
" 
116 3. 67 
201 6 . 36 





168 5 . 32 
64 2. 03 
56 l. 77 
25 . 79 
742 23.48 
3961 24 . 90 
s . 16 
7 . 22 
6 . 19 
48 1 .52 
lOS 3. 32 
106 3 . 35 
238 7. 53 
741 23 . 45 





11>55 52. 36 
3692 23.20 
Cable 4 (Conclu~e~) 108 
3oys Girls Total 
Cate~oriea ~0 - 01 lio . ol !io. 01 
({ues . .,. Ques . I <,ues • s 
Categories belo~t not ioclu~e<l in the above computations of percentages 
34 p f . ro ess1.on $ an I 35. Professional People 11 . 72 3 .18 14 • 90 Habits and M nners 1 . 06 s .36 6 - ~ 
Sub-total 12 .78 8 • 54 20 1.32 
Total 1509 1651 3lo0 
Gr~ Total 1521 1659 3180 I 
In tbe preceding table (Table 4) the boys and girls dis-
close a aiailac interest in Social Studies . It will be ob-
served that the boys poaed 25. 77 per cent of the questions 
while the girls asked 22. 04 per cent of them. In Science, on 
tbe other hand, the girls reveal a sli~btly gre ter interest than 
do the boys, for the former aske~ 24 . 96 per cent of the questions 
while the latter aske~ 21.87 per cent . Both the boys and girls 
of the fourth trade directed the •ajor portion of their ques-
tions to tb• inquirer . 23.33 per cent originated amonr the 
boys and 23 -57 per cent among the ~irls . 
Table $ POints out the fact that the greater proportion 
of the iotere•ts of the native cbildr~n in grade five are 
anass"d under the group head in~;: Other .\rus . ni th tbe in-
elusion of the cateRory Pf'rsonal to the Inquirer it ~ill be 
found that the percentare is considerably bolatere<l . Io tbia 
Table 5 
Total Number and Per Cent of questions Asked 
by 148 Boys and 156 Girls in tbe Fifth Grade in 
Each of the Major Categories 
109 




















Travel and Trans -
po r tation 
Inventions 
Geography of the U.S . 
and its Territories 







































Clark' s Sub-total 




19 1.38 21 
13 . 94 27 
48 3 . 48 94 
39 2 .82 30 
29 I 2 . 10 4 
.Sl 3 . 69 69 
45 3 . 26 4 
88 6 .37 110 
u .94 12 
20 1.45 32 
8 . 58 6 
373 27.01 409 
5258 51.49 4979 
76 5 . 50 55 
us 8 . 54 127 
6 .43 3 
21 1.52 35 
37 2 . 68 28 
42 3 . 04 48 
36 2 . 61 55 
28 2. 03 34 
20 1.45 35 
384 27 .so II 420 
2948 28 .83 I 2846 
(Concluded on next page) 
l'o . o 
" 
<.ues . 'f, 
1.3 40 1.35 
1. 71 40 1.35 
5 . 95 142 4 . 79 
1. 9( 69 2. 33 
• 2: 33 1.11 
4 . 3( 120 4 . 05 
. 2! 49 1 .65 
6 . 96 198 6 .68 
. 76 25 .84 
2 . 03 52 1. 76 
. 38 14 . 47 
25 .87 782 26 . 38 
47 .66 10,237 49. 53 
3 .4jl 131 4 . 42 
8 . 03 245 8 . 27 
. 19 9 . 30 
2 . 21 56 1.89 
1.77 65 2 . 19 
3 . 04 90 3 . 04 
3 . 47 91 3 . 07 
2 . 15 62 2 . 09 
2 . 21 ss 1.86 
26 . 55 804 27.13 
27 . 24 5794 28 . 04 
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Table 5 (Concl uded) 
Bo s Girls TAt' 1 
Categories INO - ot No . ot No . ot C(ues . % Ques . ,., C(ues . ,., 
Other Areas 
21. Music 2 . 14 2 . 13 4 . 14 
22. A:ri th.CJet ic 0 0 2 .13 2 . 07 
23 . Art and Artists 0 0 6 .37 6 . 20 
24 - Definitions of Words 
and Phrases .11 .80 75 4 . 74 86 2. 90 
25 . Miscellaneous 149 10 .79 37 2 .34 186 6 . 28 
26. The School 41 2 . 97 29 1.83 70 2. 36 
27 . Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustments 67 4.85 113 7 . 15 180 6 . 08 
28 . Personal to t he 
29 . 
I nquirer 
Statements That Do 
247 17 .88 300 18 . 98 547 18 . 47 
Not I mply Questions 78 5 . 65 139 8 .79 217 7 . 33 
30. ~estions I nvo lving 
Uokno\ffl Persons or 
Places 8 . 58 39 2 . 47 47 1.59 31. Questions That Suggest 
Riddles 4 . 29 3 
-19 7 . 24 32. Questions That Suggest 
Daydreaming 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 . Unintelligible 17 1. 23 7 .44 24 
-81 
Sub-total 624 45 . 18 752 47 .56 1376 46 .47 
Clark's Sub-total 2023 119. 73 2616 25 . 05 4639 22. 45 
Categories below not included in the above computations of percentages 
34 Profess · and . 1005 
35 . 
Professional People 5 . 36 14 . 88 19 Habits and Manners 3 
- 22 1 . 06 4 
Sub-Total 8 • 58 15 . 94 23 
Total 138 1 1581 2962 
Grand Total 1389 1596 2985 
latter cat egory the boys and. girls aSI<ed a total of 18 . 47 per 
cent of all the questions . The boys surpassed the girls by a 
1 . 24 
. 28 
1.52 
large margin in the area of Miscellaneous questions, for 
they advanced 10. 79 per cent of them whereas the latter re-
sponded with only 2 . 34 per cent . 
It is notabl e at this grade level that the girls made 
more Dec larative Statements than the boys , (8 . 79 pet cent as 
opposed to 5 .65 per cent) . The boys , however , asked more 
Unintell igible ~estions, (1 . 23 per cent to . 44 per cent) . 
111 
Table 6 indicates that the pupils of grade six also 
sbow an interest for those categories grouped under the head· 
ing Other Areas . Por the children in this grade, both male 
and female responded with a high percentage of questions, 
the former asking 37 .44% and the latter 35. 17% of tbem . 
Personal to the Inquirer again rates high,with the boys 
responding •··i th 18 . 92". of the questions and the girls ~·ith 
17 . 36~ of the queries . 
Of tbe questions asked by the children in the field of 
Social Studies the boys asked 35. 94% and tbe girls asked 
34. 96%. 
Science showed a sligh~ inclination in favor of the 
girls : 26 . 60~ to 31. 11%. 
Table 6 
Total Kumber and Per Cent of Questions AS ked 
by 138 Boys and 146 Girls in the Sixth Grade in 
Each of the Major Categories 
So s Girls 
112 
rotal 
Categori es No . ot 
" 
.. o . ot 
" 
1 ~· ot 
\ Ques . C.ues . Ques . 
Social Studies I 
l. Man as a Social Being 17 1.35; 30 1.80 47 1.1>0 
2 . American History ; 
and Government 37 2 .93 · 49 2 . 93 86 2 . 93 
3 . Communication 45 3 . 51> 80 4 . 79 125 4 . 21> 
4 . Travel and Trans-
portation 28 2 . 22 22 1.32 50 l. 70 
5 . Inventions 57 4 . 51 ' 32 1 . 92 89 3. 03 
6 . Geography of the u.s . 
and its Territories 43 3 . 40 40 2. 99 83 2. 83 
7 . Distant Lands and 
Peoples 31 2 .45 77 4 .61 108 3 .68 
8 . Industries and Com-
mercia! Products 95 7 . 52 141 8 . 44 236 8 .04 
9 . The Local Community 47 3 . 72 30 1. 79 77 2 .62 
10. Recreation 22 1. 75 46 2. 75 68 2 .32 
11. War 32 2. 53 27 1.1>2 59 2. 01 
Sub- total 454 35. 94 574 34. 96 1028 35. 02 
Clark ' s Sub- total 4:506 51.01 3775 42.09 8281 4(> . 51 
Science I 
12. Animal Life 34 2 . 69 48 2 .87 82 2 . 79 13 . The Human Body 57 4 . 51 1(>4 9 .81 221 7 . 53 
14 . Reproduction of 
Animal Life 5 . 40 13 .78 18 . 61 
15 . Plant Life 10 . 79 30 1.80 40 1.36 
16 . The Eartb 32 2 . 53 34 2 .03 66 2 . 25 
17 . •~eather o.ncl Climate 47 3 . 7a 54 3 . 23 101 3 . 44 
18. Astrono&Jy 75 5 . 94 108 6 . 46 183 6 . 24 
19. Energy 34 2 .69 18 1 . 08 52 l. 77 20. Scienc~-Miscellaneous 42 3 .33 51 3 .05 93 3 . 17 
Sub-total 336 26 .60 520 31.11 856 29 . 16 
Clark's Sub-total 2758 31. 20 21>82 29 .91 5440 30. 55 
(Coocluclecl on next page) 
















Mus i c 
Ari th.metic 
Art and Artists 




Problems of Personal 
and Social Ad j ustment 
Personal to the 
Inquirer 
Statements That Do 
Not Imply Questions Questions Involving 
Unknot··n Persons or 
Places Questions That Suggest 
Ridd l es Questions that Suggest 
Daydreaming 
Unintell i ible g 
Sub-total 
Clark ' s Sub-total 
113 
Bos Girls Total 
No . of No . of 
4ues. ~ ((ues . 
7 • 55 3 
4 . 32 4 
0 0 3 
11 .87 6 
13 1.03 31 
2S 1.98 25 
1 05 8 . 31 114 
239 18 . 92 290 
32 2. 53 30 
14 1.11 32 
1 . 08 3 
0 0 2 
22 l. 74 34 
1263 37 . 44 1671 




• Ques . ~ 
. 18 10 . 34 
. 24 8 . 27 
.81 3 . 10 
. 36 17 . 58 
1 . 86 44 l . SO 
1. 50 so 1 . 70 
6 .82 219 7. 46 
17 . 36 529 18. 03 
1.80 62 2. 11 
1.92 46 1.57 
. 17 4 . 14 
.12 2 .07 
2. 03 56 1.91 
35. 17 2934 35. 78 
26 . 51 4083 22 . 93 
Categories be l ow not added to above computation of percentages 
34. Profess ions and 
Professional People 16 1. 23 46 2. 55 62 2. 00 35 . Habits and. Manners 4 . 38 19 1.05 23 . 74 
Sub-total 20 1.6. 65 3 . oo 85 s. 21 
Total 1303 1801 J 3104 
Table 7 
~ain Categories and Per ~nt of Children in 
Grades 4 , s, and 6 Wbo ASked C.ueations in Each Category 
114 
Bovs Girls Total 
!-lain Cate~oriu l\o . of No . ot Ques . 
" 
<,ues . 















































·ruve1 and l"rans -
portation 
Inventions 
Geosraphy of the u.s . 
and its territories 



















Art and Artists 




Pr oble=s of Personal 
and Social Adjust•eot 
Peraonal to the 
Inquirer 
52 2 .42 87 
134 9 . 76 283 
12S 8 . 22 83 
102 7. 67 40 
112 8 . 28 120 
99 7 . 23 97 
292 21.11 395 
78 5 . 8S 50 
91 6.45 118 
53 3 . 97 30 
164 11. 77 16S 
251 18 .09 410 
13 . 96 20 (>3 4 . 43 89 
92 6.73 89 
15S 11 . 13 204 
139 10 .41 199 
98 7 . 11 72 
7S 5 .64 98 
9 . o9 10 
6 . 45 11 
z .13 13 
2Z 1.07 129 
220 15. 00 115 
110 7 . 8Co 11Co 
298 21.15 339 
838 27.02 978 
(Concluded on next page) 
~o . of 
~ <.ues . 
5 . 37 176 
4 . 18 139 
14. 31 367 
5 . 10 208 
2 .41 142 
8 .02 232 
5. 83 190 
24 . 12 01>7 
3 . 03 128 
7 . 19 209 
2 . 18 89 
10. 11 329 
25 . 41 667 
1.11 33 
5 .46 152 
5 .44 181 
12.45 354 
U . ll 338 
4 . 44 170 
5 . 99 173 
. 61 19 
. o7 17 
1.42 lS 
8 . 01 151 
7 . 05 335 
7 . 09 220 


























































Table 7 (Concluded) 
Bovs Girls l'otal 
Categories No. of No . of No . of 










Statements That Do Not 
Imply Questions 2o6 18 . 52 342 21.07 608 39. 59 
Questions Involving 
Unknown Persons or 
Pl aces 40 2 .88 80 4 . 94 120 Questions That Suegest 
Riddles 9 .64 8 . 48 17 Questions That Suggest 
Daydreaming 0 0 2 . 12 2 
Unintelligible 51 4 . 16 60 3 . 62 117 
Professions and 
Professional People 32 2. 31 63 3 . 61 95 
Habits and Manners 8 . 66 25 1 . 47 33 
Table 7 gives a composite ~icture of the total number of 
boys and girls in the middle grades who asked at least a nini-
mum of one question in eacb of the thirty-five beadings . 
Four of tbe thirty - five categories registered an interest 
of 40% for all children submitting one or more questions . 
Six categories aroused the i nterest of 20~ of all the 
children resPOndinP. to the investigation . 
The statistics indicate that Daydreaming rated tbe lowest 
on this study with a mere . 12~ of all the questions asked being 
pertinent to this category. 
Along ''lith Dayd.reamioR tbe following four categories rated 
very low: Art and Artists 1 . 55~, Music 1 .30$, Arithmetic 










the Major Categories Based on tbe Total ~umber 
and Gi r l s Who ASked Qoestions in Each Category 
Compared With tbe Clark Study 
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2 9 . 
Man as a Social Being 19 19 
American History and 
Government 2.6 23 
Comn:unication 10 6 
Travel and Trans~ 
portation 12 2.0 
Inventions 14 26 
Geography of the u .s . 
and its 'ferri tories 11 10 




mercial Products 3 3 
Local Community 20 2.5 
Recreation 18 12. 
war 2.4 27 
Animal Life 7 9 
The Human Body 5 2. 
Reproduction of 
Animal Life 28 2.9 
Plant Life 22 17 
The Eartb 17 18 
Weather and Climate 8 7 
Astronomy 9 8 
Energy 16 22 ~cience-Miscellaneous 21 15 
"1usic 29 31 
Arithmetic 31 30 
Art and Artists 
Definitions of Words 
32 28 
and Phrases 2.7 11 
Miscellaneous 6 14 
The School 13 13 
Problems of Personal 
and Socia l Adjustment 
Personal to the 
2 s 
Inquirer 1 1 
Statements That Do Not 
Imply Qoestions 4 4 
































Table 8 (Concludod) 
l""lar&' s '-"lara s Main Categories iloys l.iir1s lloys Girls 
30. Questi ons Involving 
Unknown Person~ or 
Places 2.5 21 26 28 
31 . Riddles 30 32 30 29 
32. Ques tions That Surgest 
Daydreaminf 33 33 33 33 
33 . Unintelli~>ble 2.3 2A 18 22 34 . Professions and 
Professional People (1) (1) 
35 . Habits and W-anner~ (2.) (2) 
Table 8 lists the categories according to tbeir prevail ing 
importance , the criterion foe t bis detetwillation being tbe num-
ber of boys and sirls aakinF questions in eacb. Ihese are, in 
e. eb instance , eoapared with tbe tabulation coapiled under th~ 
Clark Study . Gelow are arran~ed tbe choices of the boys and 
girls as dete...,ined by the first five tnd last five categori es 
dealing with major and minor interests . 
High Interes t Cate~ories 
1 . Personal to the Inquirer 
2 . Problems of Personal and 
Social Adjuataent 
3 . Industries and Co.,. 
aercial Products 
5-4. The Human Body 
7-5. Animal Life 
Girls 
1. Personal to tbe Inquirer 
2. fhe Huaan uody 
3. Industries wd Co"'-
cercial Products 
5-4. Proble01s of Personal and 
Social Adjustment 






High Interest Categories (Continued) 
Clark's Boys Clark's Girls 
Man as a Social Being 1. ~!an as a Social Being 
Travel and Transportation z. Tbe School 





4 . The Barth 
s. Recreation 
Low Interest Categories 
Girls 
1. Daydreaming 1. DaydreaQing 
2 . Art and Artists 2 . Riddles 
3 . Arithmetic 3 . Music 
4 . Riddles 4 . Ari th.metic 
118 
s. Music s. Reproduction of Animal Life 
Clark' s Boys Clark's Girls 
1. Definition of \iords 1. Questions That Suggest 
and. Phrases Riddles 
z. ~uestions That Suggest z. Definitions of Words and 
Riddles Phrases 
3 . Statements That Do Not 3 . Art and Artists 
Imply Questions 
4 . Art and Artists 4 . Statements That Do ~>ot 
Imply Questions 
5 . Questions "That Suggest s. questions That Suggest 
Daydreaming Daydreuin& 
Table 9 
Rank of the ~!ajor Categories Based on the Number 
of Native Boys and Girls in Grades 4 , 5, and 6 Who 
Asked 4uest ions in Each Category 
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Boy Girl SOy 
Man as a Social Being 9 1~ ~0 
American His t ory and 
Government ~1.5 24 . 5 22. 5 
Communication 11 8 9 
Travel and Trans -
portat ion 7 . 5 14 13 
Inventio ns 17 27 . 5 16 
Geography of t he u.s . 
and its Territories 16 . 5 24 . 5 8 
Distant Lands and 
Peoples 
Industries and Com-
15 . 5 22 10 
mercial Products 4 3 4 
The Local Community 16. 5 26 ~2 . 5 
Recreati on 9 11 18 . 5 
\~ar 18 . s 28 . 5 24 . 5 
Animal Life 8 7 . 5 6 
The Human Body 5 4 3 
Reproduction of 
Animal Life 21.5 27 . 5 25 
Plant Life 13 16 19 
'tlte Earth 15 . 5 15 14 
Weather and Climate 6 6 11 
Astronomy 14 13 15 
Energy 12 17 17 
Science-Miscellaneous 18. 5 23 18 . 5 
Music 23 . 5 26 . 5 29 
Ari thmeti c 21.5 26 . 5 30. 5 
Art and Artists 
IJefini tions of Words 
21.5 27 . 5 30. 5 
and Phrases 23 . 5 9 23 
Misce llaneous 7 . 5 10 2 The School 10 7 . 5 12 
Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustment 3 5 7 
Personal to the 
In quirer 1 1 1 Statements Tbat Do Not 
Imply Questions ~ ~ 5 I 
(Concluded on next page) 
Girl Boy Girl 
~0 18 19 . 5 
19 12 11 
6 8 8 
16 lo 21 
25. 5 6 . 5 17 . 5 
8 10 15 
25 . 5 15 9 
5 3 3 
~2 7 . 5 19. 5 
15 17 . 5 12. 5 
24 . 5 14 . 5 20 
9 . 5 13.5 12 
3 6 . 5 2 
26 . 5 25 24 
13 . 5 23 19. 5 
18 5 10 
10 7 . 5 6 
9 . 5 4 5 
14 13. 5 23 
13 . 5 9 7 
27 . 5 24 ~7 . 5 
27 . 5 26 . 5 26 
24 . 5 28 . 5 27 . 5 
7 ~ ~ 
12 ~1 18 
17 11 14 
4 2 4 
l 1 1 




Table 9 (Concluded) 






































Boy Girl soy <hrl Boy 
Questions Invo lving 
Unknown Persons o r 
' 
' 
Pl aces 16 . 5 25 24 . 5 11 20 
Riddles 20 29 27 26.5 27 
~uestions That Suggest 
Uayc1reaming 23 . 5 30 30. 5 29 28 . 5 
Unintelligible 16 . 5 21 21 23 17. 5 
Professions and 
Profess iona l People 19 28 . 5 2b 21 19 
' Habits and Manners 22 26.5 28 28 26 . 5 
I I I 
Table 10 
Chronological Rat ing of the Tbirty-tbree Categories 
in Order of Preference by Sex and Grade 
Girl 
17. 5 





Gr ade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 l!oys 
_ "irls Toys 
_ I>HlS ooys I>HU Category Category Category Category Category Category 
28 28 28 28 28 28 29 29 25 29 27 13 27 8 13 13 8 8 8 13 8 27 18 27 13 27 29 8 16 18 17 17 12 3 5 ,13 17 25 , 4 12,26 27 24 9,17 20 12 3 8 8 3 3 10 24 3 12,18 20 7 
26 25 7 17 6 16 3 10 ll 30 26 2 19 1 26 25 2 12 15 18 4 15,20 12,19 10,34 18 4 16 19 11,29 26 7 , 16 16 18 10 7 6 30 , 33,9 15 5 4 4 33 
5 19 19 26 10,33 5,30 11,20 33 10,20 16 1 25 34 7 15 2 34 1, 9 ,15,29 31 20 1 1 30 11 
(Concluded on next page) 
121 

















Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 
ooys 1>1US B<>ys "1US 11oys . 1>1Us 
Category Category Category Category Category Category 
31 20 1 1 30 11 22,23,14 , 2 2,6 33 34 25 4 
35 30 9 , 2 9 24 35 21 , 24 , 32 21,22,35 24 33 15 19 
5,14,23 11,30 11,23 21 14 
11,34 14 5,7 14 24 31 34 14,31 35,22 22 I 32 31 21,22 31 21,31,23 35 35 23,32 32 21 32 
I 22,23,32 
. 
Listed below are the first five and the last five choices 
of the boys and girls at eacB grade level in each catego ry. 
Sigilarities of interest are evident among the three grades and 
between the girls and the boys. 
Grade 4 
Personal to the 
Inquirer 
Statements That Do 
Not Imply Questions 
Problems of Personal 
High Interest Categories 
noys 
Grade s 
1. Personal to the 
Inquirer 
2 . Miscellaneous 
3 . 
and Social Adjustment The Human B<ldy 
Industries and Com- 4 . Industzies and Com-
mercial Products mercia~ Products 
The Human Body s. Statements That Do 
Not Imply Questions 
Grade 6 
1. Personal to the 
Inquixer 
2. Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustment 
3. Industries and Cb m-
mercia! Products 
4. Astronomy 
s. The Earth 
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Kig~ Interest Categories (Continued) 
Girls 
Grade 4 
1 . Personal to the 
Inquirer 
2. Statements That Do 
Not I mply Questions 
3 . Industri es and Com-
mercial Products 
4 . The Human Body 
s. ProbleQS of Personal 
and Social Adjustment 
1 . Personal to tbe 
Inquirer 
2. Statements That Do 
Not Imply Questions 
3 . Tbe Human Body 
4 . Problems of Personal 
and Social Adjustment 
s. Industries and Com-
z:ere ial Products 
Low Interest Categories 
Boys 
Grade 4 
1 . Music 
2. Definitions of 
Words and Phrases 
3 . Daydreaming 
4 . Arithl::letic 
S . Art and Artists 
Grade 4 
1 . llaydreaQing 
2 . War 
3 . Professions and 
professional people 
4 . Inventions 
S. Art and Artis t s 
Grade 5 
1. Arit lime tic 
2. Art and Artists 
3 . Dayd reaaiog 
4 . J.~usic 




2. Habits and Manners 
3 . Music 
4 . Ari t hnetic 
S . Riddles 
Gude o 
1 . Personal to the 
Inquirer 
2. l'he Human Body 
3. Industries and Com-
me.rcial Products 
4 . Problems of Persona: 
and Social Adjustm~ 
5 . AstronoO>y 
Grade 6 
1. Daydreaming 
2. Art and Artists 
3 . Riddles 
4 . Arithlletic 





4 . Arithmetic 
s. Definitions of 
\"ords and Phrases 
Table 11 
Interest Growth in the Middle Grades 
as Indicated Through Questions 
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Percentage of Native Children Asking 
-Questions in Each Catesorv Categories 
Grade 4 Grade S Grade 6 
Inventions . 1>3 1. 11 3 . 03 
Distant Lands and 
Peoples 1. 23 1.6 5 3 . 68 
The Local Community .82 . 84 2 . 62 
Animal Life .19 .30 . 61 
The Earth 1.58 2 . 19 2 .65 
Astronomy 2 . 03 3 . 07 6 . 24 
Science .. J.ti.scellaneous . 79 1.86 3. 17 
Professions and 
Professional People .90 1. 24 2 .00 
Tables 11 and 12 indicate the growth and decline of in-
terest among the native children in the middle grades. 
Animal Life climbs steadily through grades 4 , 5, and 6, 
Table 12 
I nterest Decline in the Middle Grades 
as Indicated Through Questions 
Percentage of Native Children Asking 
Categories 0.·-~tio: s in Each Cat ••• 
Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 
T.rave l and Trans-
~ortatioo 2 -82 2. 33 1 . 70 
· he School 3 .3$ 2 . 36 1. 70 
Personal to the 
Inquirer 
Statements That Do 
23 .45 18 . 47 18.03 
Not !~ply Questions 10.41 7 . 33 2.11 
but in no grade does it exceed the 1~ level . This fact is 
surprising because of the proximity of tbe children to the 
natural world and consequently, ani~al life in their everyday 
life. 
Astronomy eXhibits the largest steady growth through the 
•iddle g rades, rising from 2. 03 to 6 . 24. It is possible that 
tbis growth of interest in astronomy can be attributed to the 
present scientific probes into outer space--and, of course, 
the manifest freedom of the northern atmosphere from encum-
brances to the visual sense . 
The decline of interest in Statecents That Do ~ot Imply 
Questions suggests that the power to learn and apply learning 
exists strongly in these three grades . Grade four submitted 
10 . 41~ statecents that were supposed to be questions while 
after two years schooling a sharp decline to 2 -11% in grade 
six presented statements that were intended as questions. 
Comparison ~ith the Clark Study 
124 
Tbe purpose of this study* bas been to determine as pre-
cisely as possible what questions aborig inal children of Alaska 
at the middle grade level would li~e to have answered and to 
compare these findings with those asked by the children o£ the 
Clark study in 1952. 
The Clark inquiry was pursued within the environ$ of nine 
•What questions Do the ~ative Children of Alaska Ask About 
Their •"iorld? 
Table 13 
Comparison Between the Cl ark Study and tbe Pres?nt Study 
of W.ain Categories and Per Cent of Nat1ve Ch1ldren 
in Grades 4, 5 , and 6 ~o ASked Questions in £ach Category 
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Categories /1 Boys Girl s Tota l 
1. Man as a Social Being 
2 . American History and 
Government 
3 . Coomuni cation 
4 . Travel and Trans-
portation 
5 . I nvent i ons 






































2 9 . 
and its Terri tories 








Tbe Human dody 
Reproduction of 
Animal Li fe 
Plant Life 
1'he Ear th 






Art and Artists 
Definitions of 
<lor<ls and Phr ases 
Miscellaneous 
The School 
Probler~ of Personal 
and Social Adjustment 
Personal to tbe 
Inquirer 
Stater:~eots That Do Not 
Imply Questions 
Clark Present Cl ark 
23. Oll 6. 38 22.15 
14 .72 2. 42 15 . 55 
18 .83 9 . 71> 24 .36 
18 .94 8 . 22 10 .46 
8 . 2< 7 . 67 7. 97 
7. 86 8 .28 8 .75 
11. 11 7. 23 12. 81 
13 . 6~ 21.11 15. 18 
5 . 25 5 .85 5 . 80 
15 .97 6.45 17. 38 
17 .6: 3 . 97 13 . 48 
15 . 6~ 11 .77 14 .85 
11.56 18 .07 14. 76 
1.94 .96 3 .50 
8 . 39 4 . 43 10. 84 
15. 54 6.73 17.42. 
9 . 34 11.13 11. 07 
15 . 6 10 .41 15 .42 
6 - ~~ 7 . 11 4 . 72 
I 6 . 3~ 5 . 64 5 . 02 2 . 19 . 69 3 . 27 
2 . 5S . 45 2. . 61 
1.16 . 13 1.81 
1.37 1 .67 1.89 
9 .07 15 .00 11.60 
13. 33 7 .8o 20 . 10 
10 .67 21 . 15 17 . 72 
4 .63 27 .02 6 . 30 
1.22 18 . 52 1.09 
(Concluded on n~xt page) 
Present Clark Pres en t 
5 . 37 45 . 16 11 .75 
4 . 18 30 . 37 6 .60 
14 . 31 43 . 19 24.0 7 
5 . 10 29 . 40 13.32 
2 . 41 16 . 19 10 .08 
8 . 02 16 . 01 16.30 
5 .83 24 . 02 13. 06 
24 .12 28 . 87 45 . 23 
3 . 03 11.05 8 .88 
7 . 19 33. 35 13.64 
2 . 18 31.13 6 . 15 
10. 11 30 . 52. 21.88 
25 .41 26 . 32 43 . 50 
1.11 5 .44 2. 07 
5 . 4o 19. 2.3 9 .89 
5 . 44 32. 96 12. 17 
12. 45 20 . 41 23 .58 
12. 11 31.03 22. 52 
4 . 44 10.77 11 . 55 
5 .99 11.37 11.63 
.61 5 . 46 1 .30 
.67 5 .16 1.12 
1 .42 2. 97 1. 55 
8 .01 3 . 26 9 . 68 
7 .05 2.0 .67 2.2 . OS 
7 . 09 33 .43 14. 95 
20 . 75 28 . 39 41.90 
32 .04 10. 93 59. 06 
21. 07 2. . 31 39.59 
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Table 13 (Concluded) 
Bovs Girls Total 
Categories Clar k Present Clarl< Present Clark Present 
30. Questions Involving 
Unknown Persons or 
Places 2. . 2.9 2. .88 2.. 29 4 . 94 4 . 58 7.82 
31 . Riddles 1.49 . 64 1.94 .48 3 .43 1.12 
32. Questions That Sug-
gest Daydreaming . 65 0 . 2.1 . 12. .86 .12 
33. Unintelligible 8 . 2.0 4 . 16 5 . 16 3 .62. 13. 36 7 . 78 
34. Professions and 
Professional People 2 . 31 3 .61 5.92 
35 . Habits and Manners .66 1.47 2. . 13 
cities and towns of ~ew Hampshire and Massachusetts, with 4,740 
middle grade students asking 54,389 questions . The present study 
polled 44 native villages scattered throughout virtually the 
length and breadtlt of the state of Alas~a . To this latter in-
vestigation 453 native ~irls and 453 native boys accordingly re-
spended, registering a total of 9056 questions . 
The average number of queries submitted to Clark was 11 . 47, 
while the average number forwazded to this researcher's study was 
10 .00 , indicating a modest decrease of 1 . 47 questions per pupil . 
The analogies and inferences propounded in this tbesis 
should serve the function of directives or guides only . The 
native children of Alaska are confronted with two cultures: 
one of these alien, vying for attention and do~inance within 
tlteir beings, while those children that they are being compared 
and contrasted with belonR to a relatively homogenous, stable 
and uniform cultural complex . 
CHAPT.BR V 
SIDIMARY AND CONCWSION 
It has been the aim of this study (1) to ascertain through 
an appraisal of questions submitted by native 4th, Sth, and 6th 
grade children of Alaska, precisely what they want to know 
about their world , (Z) to call attention to the val uable ends 
which queries of this nature migbt be made to serve , (3) to 
analyze these questions by placing them in concrete categories, 
(4) to indicate to those tea·ching tbe middle grade native Chil -
dren of Alaska where their p~pils ' curiosity lies at mid-cen-
tury (culling from the learners ' entire school experience 1952· 
1959) , (S) to compare the to~ality of this study's findings 
with those of the Clar~ i nquiry to determine whether the in-
terests of the native Alaskan 4th , Sth, and 6th grader are 
similar or differ widely from those of the Clark study, and 
finally , (6) to suggest means whereby the queries of children 
living within the context of a culture may be used to give 
direction to the formulation of a sound curriculum for the 
harmonious integration of an alien culture with their own. 
In order to carry out this investigation, a directory of 
!/Clark, op. cit . 
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all Bureau of In6ian Affairs ' schools was requested an6 re-
ceived . Sixty-t~~ day and boarding schools were sent instruc -
tion sheets with a response ~f sixty-nine per cent of the 
schools solicited. 
This meant the successful polling of 44 Bureau of In6ian 
Affairs' schools with 906 native children in grades 4, S, and 
6 respon6ing with a total of 9056 questions . 
This study was a. comparison of nine hunclred .si:x Eskimos, 
Indians , and Aleuts in the middle grades who responded to the 
interrogation : WHAT QUESTIONS WOULD YOU LIK.E TO HAY£ AN-
S\ffiR£07 with a like stu6y hy £ciythe Clark in 1952. for this 
reason, the selfsame thirty-three categories and sub-cate-
gories were used in the present synopsis . 
"fhe 906 native cbil6ren in gra6es 4, 5, and 6 asked 9056 
questions . Tbis was an average of 10 .00 questions per pupil . 
There was a wi de range among individual papers, from the child 
who asked SS questions to those who asked none . 
This investigation added two more categories to the 33 
liste6 by Clark, an6 classifie6 tbe 9056 questions un6er tbese 
major beadings. 
The categories, as used by Clark, were arranged in the 
following or6er with the two a6ditions use6 in this study 
appended at the foot of the column: 
I . Man as a Social Being 
II . American History and Government 
111 . Communications 
IV. Travel and Transportation 
V. Inventions 
VI. Geography of the United States and Its Territories 
VII. Distant Lands and Peoples 
VIII . Industries and Commercial Products 
IX . The Local Community 
X. Recreation 
XI . War 
XII . Animal Life 
XIII. The Human Body 
XIV. Reproduction of Aniaal Life 
xv. Plant Life 
XVI. The .Barth 
XVII. Weather and Climate 
XVIII. Astronomy 
XIX • .Energy 
xx. Science - Miscellaneous 
XXI. Music 
XXII. Arithmetic 
XXIII . Art and Artists 
XXIV. Definitions of Words and Phrases 
XXV. ~liscellaneous 
XXVI . The School 
XXVII . Problems of Personal and Social Adjustment 
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XXVIII. Personal to tbe Inquirer 
XXIX . Statements That Do Not Imply Questions 
XXX. ~estions Involving Unknown Persons or Places 
XXXI. Questions Tbat Suggest Riddles tbe Children May Have 
In Mind 
XXXII. Questions Tbat Suggest Daydreaming 
XXXIII . Unintelligible Questions 
XXXIV. Professions and Professional People 
XXXV . Habits and Manners 
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The first eleven categories were regarded as those con-
cerned with the Social Studies . The following nine catego ries 
were treated as Science, while the remaining fifteen did not 
warrant a f~rther breakdown into a larger order of classifi-
cation. 
A cursory reading would seem to indicate that the single 
most popular grouping of categories are those tbat appear 
under the beading Otber Areas, for the largest per cent of 
questions asked falls under this heading. However, in view 
of the fact tbat 20 . 28~ of tbe total questions listed under 
tbe aforementioned beading ace tabulated under tbe category 
Personal to tbe Inquirer, it is clearly indicative tbat these 
figures are misleading~ for if this one category did not in-
fluence the final total average of this group it would bave 
leS$ pro~nence in our computations reading 24 . 6SS. 
Category XXVIII (Personal to the Inquirer) registered 
1817 queries of the 9056 questions subaltted . It is possible 
tbat tbe close and aaiable relationship of tbe writer with 
aome of these native cbildrem proapted thea to direct tbeir 
questions to him. In t wo of tbe villages the writer spent a 
number of years as teacher &ad in t bree other villages the 
writer wos known to aany of the cbildren aub~ttiDg questions. 
Appended below ia a sasple of question types directed to 
tbe inquirer . These were, one scarcely need say, therefore 
listed under the heading Personal to the Inquirer. 
What did you Ret for Christmas? 
How did you get them? 
What kind of a fami l y do you bave? 
Have you ever been in fairl and before? 
What kind of wrok do you have to do? 
Do you have a jnd? 
What kind of church do you go to? 
Why do you have to wrok? 
When is your drthday? 
How old wil l you be? 
Did you read a Cbr iataas story to your kids? 
Do you wrok on sunday and satreday? 
Why old were you when you started school? 
What was your teacbet 1 S name? 
Did you like your teacher? 
Did you ever get T. B. ? 
131 
Did you have a pal? 
Did you like your pal? 
What was has or har name? 
Was be or she nice? 
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Many of the above questions could be catalogued under 
other beadings, but in this study a question was entered 
under one category only, for tbe sake of greater unity and 
clarity . Therefore, all queries with the writer's name or 
the pronoun you were unifor~ly entered under Personal to the 
Inquirer . 
As questions personal to the inquirer do not immediately 
affect curriculum pl anning , the 20 . 28~ of the questions asked 
will be set aside momentarily for a more exacting comparison 
and analysis. 
In the total number of questions asked by both boys and 
girls, 28 . 6~ of all tbe questions came under the categories 
classified: Social Studies, 26 . 77~ in the categories: Science, 
and 24 . 65~ (omitting temporarily the 20. 28% of Category XXXIII) 
listed under the last major heading: Other Areas . In tbe 
field of Social Studies the sirlS asked 52. 36~ of the 2573 
questions while the boys asked 47.66~. In Science the girls 
asked 58 . 73~ of the total 2303 questions and the boys regis-
tered 38 . 65$ of the questions . Of the 4081 questions under 
tbe beading Other Areas the girls propounded 54 . 01~, tbe boys 
45. 99% of tbe queries . 
Interest in Social Studies and Science was relatively 
uniform in propor tion to the number of questions asked . In 
Social Studies, Industries and Commercial Products registered 
26 . 70~ with no less than 153 queries in this category asking, 
"How is glass made?" CoiUIIUni cation encompassed 14 . 26, of the 
questions asked in this area . In the field of Science, inter-
est is by no means unilateral , for both ~he boys and girls 
compare in a proximate fashion with tbe boys asking 26 . 23~ of 
the questions and the girls asking 27 . 53~ . 
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This phenomenon cay wel l be attributable to the relative 
novelty of Science as a factor in the daily routine of the 
Eskimo. However, be this as it aay , both the boys and the 
girls seem more interested in directing the greater proporti on 
of their questions to the category Personal to the Inquirer . 
Under this , most of the boys ' interest fell into the categories 
Industry and Commercial Products, The Human Body, and Problems 
of Personal and Social Adjustment and surprisingly enough the 
girls indicated an even greater interest in the same areas 
chosen by the boys. 
In perusing the statist i cs by grades it can be seen that 
in g rade four in t he area of Social Studies the girls a.sked 
52 . 31~ of the questions while the boys asked 47 .6~ . In sci-
ence the girls show a definit~ lead in interest with a 55 . 53~ 
opposed to the youths ' 44 . 47~. In the last major grouping 
titled Other Areas, the girls once more manifest a commanding 
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lead, posting 52 . 87~ against the boys' 47 .13~ queries . ln 
The School, boys asked 2 . 91 of the total questions , whereas 
girls asked 3 . 76. However , in Problems of Personal and Soci al 
Adjustment, the boys step boldly to the fore with 8 . 35~ of the 
total amount of questions compared to the girls ' 6 . 78~. 
In grade five the greatest interest lies in tbe Other 
Areas grouping, with 45. 35% of the boys ' questions and 54 . 65~ 
of the gi rls' questions fall ing i nto this area . In Social 
Studies, the boys surged ahead with 27 . 01~ as opposed to tbe 
girls ' 25 .87% of the total 9056 questions . Science, the other 
major sroup, again found the boys and girls comparatively e ven 
in interest, with the boys slightly in advance with 27 .8~ of 
the questions and the girls with 26 . 55~. AS in grade four the 
boys posted 2 . 97~ of the total questions in this study in the 
category The School , but t he girl s of grade five apparently 
lost interest in this category, asking but 1.83$ of the total 
queries made . Conversely , th.e boys in grade five lose interest 
in the category Problems of Personal and Soc i al Adjustment 
with a drop of 3 . 5~ and again for the girls of . 3~ of the 
total questions as ked. 
In grade six interest in Social Studies soared upward with 
the boys directing 44.16% of the i r questions to this area and 
the girls proposing 55 .84% . ln t~e field of Science the sixth 
grade boys an4 girls give i ndication of higher interest than 
the two previous grades . Astronomy and part i cularly the moon , 
I 
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attracted & . 2A~ of the total 9056 questiona . The three grades 
found a common interelt in the grouping Other Areas, a,s . 75~ 
questions separated the hiRhes t grade interest fro• the lowest 
grade interest . 


























24 . 96 
53 .01 
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l . Why have the native children of Alaska almost completely 
ignored tbeir old customs? Is the~e some element in our 
present curriculu. that impels thea to abandon usable 
features of the old ac~ivities? 
2 . As most of the questions •ere directed in the area of 
Social Studie• (excluding Personal to the Inquirer), 
should this be interpreted as meaning that aore tiae 
and emphasis be alloted to the Social Studies? 
3 . In this study aany of cbe children wanted to know ~~at 
kind of work th~y could do ~·hen they attain adulthood. 
Are the schools providing an adequate guidance and 
counseling program for these childr~n? 
4 . Of the 9056 questions presented by the 906 native 
children none mentioned their native arts and crafts 
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or modes of acquiring food and clothing. Does this 
apparently so unabridgable a void between their culture 
and accidentalism ac~ually exist? 
s. A great number of children wrote no questions at all, 
with many writing 25 or more, and one compiling some 
56. Are there any roadblocks within the school en-
vironment that may binder or discourage the child from 
being inquisitive? If so, what steps a.r:e being taken 
to overcome these barriers to the cultivation of an 
inquiring intellect? What provisions are being made 
for the s low learner 7 
6 . A noticeable increase in anxiety over alcoholic bever-
age consumption and $mOking was found to exist from 
tbe 4th tbrougb the 6th grade . Are teachers aware of 
this fact in these f~rmative grades and are the teachers 
adequately supplied with literature and training to cope 
with these queries? 
7. A large number of children asked, "How is glass made?" 
Is this indicative tbat some areas of a part icular 
subject, in this cas~ Social Studies, are not being 
taught thoroughly enough for the chi l d ' a aatisfaction 
and hia effective learning? 
8 . Many nat ive children submitted question• concernins 
heal t h. Can thia mean that t eachers are creating ten-
sioae and uncertainties within their studtnts or are 
they doing a good job i n bringing to the attention of 
the children their hea l th problems? 
9 . I s there soae way of utilizing native arts and crafts 
as media for the tramsaisaion of occidental belief , 
custo• , and values without abolishing the finer ele-
aente of the natives ' concepts? 
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10. Tbe children in this pol l evinced, at all gr ade levels, 
candid and sincere in t erest in the wonders of approach-
ing biological maturi t y- - particularly aa to sex. Should 
a procraa of inatruction dealing with the physical prob-
lems an4 preoccupations of tbe adolescent be inaugurated 
i n the nat i ve schools of Alaeka? 
Suggestions for Further Study 
Tbe aulti-class teacher of t he Alaskan day school will 
find conductinR this experimen t on a miniature ecale a very re-
warding experience. Have the children in each grade pass in 
questions that they vould like to have answered . Tbe teacher 
could then set up her own cat egoriea around her pre- prepared 
lesson pl ans . This prosram could be planned for a small block 
of t iae or extended over a la r ge inter val. Tbe childr en would 
enjoy doing research , prefer~bly in groupt, seeking out an-
swers to their own queries , wbile the teacher-pupil plannins 
would impart interest to the activities and cultivate rapport . 
In fut ure inquiries into the questions of native ehil-
dren, this writer feels tbat many of tbe e~tegories should 
have added sub-headinss. Seienee-aiseellaneous (Catesory XX), 
is a slaring exa•ple of a heading so broad .. to be open for 
the inclusion of all •anner of subject areas . So•e suggested 
sub-beadin~s axe: satellites , space (aen and ships), rockets, 
missiles , and others which would cover future extensions of 
our body of knowledge . 










a. Present Day Adjusteeot to Eovironaeot 
b . Ghosts, Spirits, Superst itions 
e . Sy•bols 
a . Relations witb Other Countries 
a . )lotion Pictures 
A. Tools (modern) 
b . Glass 
e . Motors and Their Punetion 
a . Migration 
a . Hearing 
b . Hair 
e . Ge1'11!s 
a . Precious Stone& 
b . River s 
a . Clouds 
b . Wind 
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Category XVIII a. Day and Night 
Category XXVI a. Questions About Other Students 
Category XXVII a. Law and Order 
139 
This study drew upon the in- and out-school experience 
of children of the 3ureau of Indian Affairs day schools. A 
future study could aurvey a11 native schools of Alaska wbicb , 
while including Bureau o f Indian Affaira day schools, would 
also draw upon pr>v&te schools, state schools (for.erly the 
territorial schools), and Johnson O'Malley schools . 
A comparison of the nat:ive Alaskan Eskimo children with 
the native Alaskan India,n children would prove interesting and 
informative; while a broa4er comparison an4 interpretation 
could be aade between the native children of Alaska and the 
native chil<lreo of Canada, all within the fra•ewort of grades 
4, S, and 6 . There eo•parison could be further broken down into 
locale comparisons . For exa~le , one would coapare the Alaskan 
Eskimo child on the periphery of the Arctic Ocean with bis 
counterpart in Canada on the Baffin Islands . 
APPENDIX 
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Numbe~ an4 Per Cent of Questions 
Aske4 in G~a<le Pou~ 
Boys Gi~1s Tota l (1509) (1651) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No. of No . of No. of 
<Ques . ~es. ~ Ques. 
I . Man as a Social Being 
A. History of Man 1 1 2 
B. Early Acljustment 
to Environment 8 15 23 
c . Expansion of So-
cial Development 9 0 9 
D. Social P~ogress 15 5 20 
B. D~ess 0 0 0 
f . Money and the Means 
of Exchange 8 7 15 
G. Safety 9 9 18 
H. tloHsce llaneous 2 0 2 
Total 52 3.45 37 2 . 24 89 2.82 
Cla~k's Total 597 7.72 597 7 . 30 1194 7 . 50 
II. American History and 
Gove rnmm t 
A. Discovery an4 
Early Explorations 1 2 3 
B. Indians 0 s s 
c. Colonial Life 0 0 0 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade four (Continued) 142 
Boys Girls Total 
(1509) (11>51) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No. of No . of 
~es. 'llo Ques. 
" 
Ques. 
D. The Pilgrims 0 1 1 
E . Pioneer Life 0 0 0 
P. National llevdopooen t 1 3 4 
G. Leaders 0 0 0 
H. lliars, Other fban 
lfW I aoc1 WW II 0 0 0 
I. Monuments 0 0 0 
J . Problems of Citi-
zenship 0 0 0 
IC. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 2 0.13 11 0 . 1>7 13 0.41 
Clark' a Total 415 5 . 37 357 4 .36 77Z 4.85 
III. Com.unication 
A. History of 
Language 11 18 29 
B. Systems and Means 
of Recordins 8 20 28 
c. Records of Ti•e 11 12 23 
D. Pbotograpby 6 3 9 
B. Modern Means of 
CotDitlnieation 4 4 8 
P. Miscellaneous 1 2 3 
Total 41 2 . 72 59 3. 57 100 3.11> 
Clark's Total 500 1>.47 658 8 . 04 1158 7.28 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade FOur (Continu~d) 143 
lloys Girls Iotal (1509) (lb51) (31b0) 
Main and Sub-cate~oriu 
No. of t.o. of ... o. of 
4ues. ~ 4\Jes. ~ Quea. ~ 
IV. Travel and Transeertation 
A. Early Means of Travel 1 0 1 
B. Modem Means of Travel 52 27 79 
c. kiscellaneoua 5 4 9 
fotal 58 3.18 31 1.88 89 2.82 
Clark's Total 396 5 .12 191 2 .33 587 3. 69 
v. Inventions 
A. Person or Penon a Re-
sponsible for the 
Invention 15 4 19 
8 . Tiae at Wbich the ln-
vention Was ~ade 0 0 0 
c . Edison as an Inventor 0 0 0 
0 . Miscellaneous 1 0 1 
l"otal 16 1. 06 4 0 . 24 20 . C.3 
Clark' a Total 182 2.35 51 . 70 239 1-50 
VI. Geograebi of the u.s . and 
Its """ferri tories 
A. Size of tbe u.s . 0 1 1 
B. Divisions of the u.s . 1 1 2 
c. Distance Within tbe 
u.s . and Between Terri-
tories 4 1 s 
(Continued on next pa,e) 
Grade Four (Continued) 144 
Boys Girls Total 
(1509) (1651) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No. of No . of No. of 
Que''- ~ Ques. ~ Ques. 
D. Climate 1 0 1 
E. Physical Features 1 1 2 
F. National Park.s 0 0 0 
G. Facts on the 
Population 1 0 1 
H. Cities of the u.s. s 3 8 
l. Miscellaneous s 4 9 
Total 18 1.19 11 0 . 67 29 . 91 
Clark ' s Total 180 2 . 33 184 2.25 364 2 .29 
VII. Distant Lands and People 
A. Tile People 10 6 16 
B. Natural Divisions and 
Physical Features 0 0 0 
c . Tile Climate 2 2 4 
D. Location of Lands 2 0 2 
E. Distance of Lands 3 0 3 
F. Wild Life 0 4 4 
G. Miscellaneous 6 4 10 
Total 23 1. 52 16 0.97 39 1.23 
Clark ' s Total 274 3 . 54 417 5 .10 691 4.3 4 
0 (Continued on next page) 
0 
Gr ade Pour (Continued) 
Main and Sub·categories 
VIII. Industrie-s ancS Com-
e~erc1al Products 
A. The Product 









A. Gaaes and Sports 
B. Toys and Hobbies 
c. Holidays 
Life 
























7 . 22 
8 . 29 
1.19 
2.$$ 
3 . 2S 
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Grade Four (Continue<!) 146 
Boys Girls Total 
(1509) (1~51) (3160) 
~in and Sub-categories 
No . of ~. of ~ - of Ques. Ques . 1o ques . 1o 
XI. War 
-
A. General Causes of 
War 3 2 s 
8 . World War JI 0 0 0 
c. Outlook ~gardinr 
t:be --'ar 0 0 0 
D. Tbe Military Services 0 0 0 
B. Materials of War 3 0 3 
P. Munitions of h"at 6 0 6 
G. Proble.s of Children 0 0 0 
H. World War J 0 0 0 
I. Korean War 0 0 0 
J. Miscellaneous 1 1 2 
Total 13 0 . 86 3 0.18 16 O. Sl 
Clark's Total 337 4 . 36 205 2 . .51 543 3. 41 
XII. Aniaal Life 
A. Beginnin<~s of 
Ani.,..l Life 7 9 1o 
B. Cba:raeteriatiea of 
Aniaals s 7 12 
c. Body Proceaaea of 
Animals s 6 11 
D. Environment 4 0 4 
B. Food 2 3 5 
(Continued on next pase> 
XIII. 
XIV. 
Gr ade FOur (Continued) 
Main and Sub-categories 
F. Behavior 




Clark's Tot al 
The Human Body 
A. Structure and func -
tioning of the Human 
Body 
B. Body Processes 
c. Food for the Bocly 
D. Health Probleln$ 
E. Infants and Young 
Chilclren 
F. Old Age and Death 




Re~roduction of Animal Li e 




No . of No. of 




S4 3 . S8 6~ 









76 S . 04 125 
213 2 . 75 288 
0 0 




No . of 




3 . 76 116 3 .67 









7 . 51 201 6.36 
3 . 5~ SOl 3 . 15 
0 
Grade Four (Continued) 1•8 
Boys Girls Total 
(1509) <loSl) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No. of No . of Ques. Ques . 'II Ques. 
" B. Reproduction of Mam-
ma1s Other Than Man 1 0 1 
c. Reproduction of 
Huaan Beings 1 3 4 
D. Miscellaneous 0 1 1 
fotal 2 0 . 13 4 0.24 6 0.19 
Clark' • Total 34 .44 103 1.26 137 .86 
XV. Plant Life 
A. Origin of Plants 0 0 0 
8 . Growth of Planu 24 14 38 
c. Parts of Plants 2 7 9 
D. Seasonal Cbanges 
in Pl ants 1 0 1 
E. Kinds of Plants 1 1 2 
P. Miscellaneous 4 2 6 
Total 32 2 . 12 24 1.45 56 1 . 77 
Clark's Total 151 1.95 192 2 . 35 343 2. 16 
XVI. The Eartb 
A. Age a.nd Origin of 
tbe Earth 2 1 3 
8 . Size a.nd Shape of 
tile Eartb 6 8 
(Continurd on next pa~e) 
Grade Pour (Continued) 149 
Boys Girls rotal ( 1 S09) (lbSl) (3160) 
Main and Sub.Categories 
1\o. of No . of 1\o . ol 
QJes . Ques . 
" 
Quu . 
c. Movecent of tbe 
Earth l 3 4 
D. Physical Feat ures on 
the Earth's Surface 8 7 lS 
ll . Factors Effective in 
Changing the Ea r th ' s 
Surface 4 9 13 
P. Comaerci al Products Ob-
tained from tbe Earth 2 4 0 
G. Miscellaneous 0 l l 
Total 23 l . S2 27 1 . 64 so 1 . 58 
Clark's Total 3 41 4.41 330 4 .03 671 4 . 22 
XVII . Weather and Climate 
A. Differences in 
Temperature 0 3 3 
B. Seasons s 11 16 
c. At1110spbere 4 8 12 
D. Moisture and 
Precipitat ion 57 80 137 
£. Gathering and 
Disseainating Info r-
aation on ~eatber 0 0 0 
f . Niaee:llaneous 0 0 0 
Total 66 4 . 37 102 1> . 18 168 5 . 32 
Clar k' s Total 182 2.35 158 1.93 340 2 .14 
(Conti nued on next page) 
Grade Four (Continued) 150 
Boys Girls Total 
(1509) (1651) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No . of 




XVIII . Astronomy 
A. Tbe Suo 12 18 30 
B. The Moon 8 8 16 
c . Tbe Planets Otber 
Than tt1e Earth 1 0 1 
D. Tbe Stars and Con-
stellatioos 5 8 13 
E. Meteors and 
Meteorites 2 0 2 
P. Tbe Force of Gravity 0 0 0 
G. Tbe Sky 0 1 1 
H. The Aurora Borealis 0 1 1 
I. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 28 1.86 36 2 . 18 64 2 . 03 
Clark's Total 468 6 . 05 373 4.56 841 5. 28 
XIX. Energy 
A. Natural Physical 
Porces 8 7 15 
B. Forces Used in Modern 
Technological Develop-
ment 28 13 41 
Total 36 2 . 39 20 1 . 21 56 1. 77 
Clark'S Total 91 1.18 48 .59 139 .87 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Four (Continued) 




XXI . Music 
A. Origin of the Music 
B. Co11posers of Music 
c. Musical Instruments 
0 . Miscellaneous 
Total 
Clark's Total 
XXII . Arithmetic 
Total 
Clark's Total 
















































No . of 
.,. Ques • .,. 
0 .73 25 0 . 79 





0. 30 5 0 . 16 
. 70 103 .65 
0 . 30 7 0 . 22 
.85 . 56 135 
0.24 
. 23 
6 0 . 19 
39 . 25 
Grade Four (Continued) 
ft.tain and Sub-categories 









A. Personal Problems 
of Pupils 
B. Tbe Behavior of Pupils 
c. The Curriculum 
D. 'fbe Teacber and Meth-
ods of Teaching 
B. Reasons for Having 
Schools 
F. 'fhe Physical Sur-
~oundings 
G. The Administration 
Boys 
(1.509) 













0 . 00 
.36 





















No . of 
~ Ques . 

















Grade Four (Cofttiaued) 133 
Boys Girls Total 
(1.509) (1651) (3160) 
Main and Sub-categories 




H. History and Present 
Status of Scbools 1 5 8 23 
Total 44 2.91 62 3 . 76 100 3 . 35 
Clark's Total 322 4 . 16 537 o . 5b 859 5.39 
XXVII . Probleas of Personal 
Social Adjustaent and 
A. Pnlllily Problems 2 7 
e. Greed, Selfishneaa,Un-
kindness, Lawleaaness 3 2 5 
c. Religion 5 4 9 
D. Vocations, Individual 
Probleas 54 44 98 
B. ~ntal Procesaea 2 3 5 
P. Boy-Girl Relationohips 5 6 11 
G. Questions Which Susgest 
that the Writers Peel 
Tbere is a Difference Se-
tween A.ericana and People 
of Other Lands 0 0 0 
H. Miscellaneous 55 48 103 
Total 126 8 . 35 112 6.78 238 7.53 
Clark' a Total 255 3 . 30 499 o . 10 754 4 . 74 
(Continued on next pa~e) 
Grade Four (Continued) 
Main and Sub-cat egories 
XXVIII. Personal To The In-
qu:1rer 
Total 
Clark' s Total 




xxx. ~estions l nvo lvint Un -
own Persona and l aces 
Total 
Clark's Total 
XXXI. ~uestions Tfiat Suggest 
iddles the Children May 





~o . of 
C,ues . 
352 23 . 33 



















No . of 
" l(ues . " 
23. 57 741 23 .45 
3 . 74 536 3.37 
173 10.48 329 10.41 





0 . 55 
.93 




6 0 .19 
143 .90 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Four (Continued) 
Main and Sub- categories 
XXXII. ~gu~e~sit~io~n~s~Tfh~a~t~S~u~g~g~e~s~t p&ydre-ui ns 
Total 
Clark' a Total 
XXXIII . Uniot elligible 
Tota l 
Clark's Total 
XXXIV. Profession$ and Pro· 
fessional People 
Total 





















No . of No . of 
Que& . ~ Quu . " 
0 o.oo 0 0.00 
24 . 29 41 .26 
19 1 . 15 37 1. 17 
122 1 . 49 444 2. 79 
3 .18 14 
. 36 6 
(Continued on next page) 
I. 
II . 
Number and Per Cent of Questions 
ASked in Grade Five 
Boys Girls 
(1381) (1581) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No. of No . of 
Ques. % Ques . 
Man as a Social Being 
A. History of Man 0 l 
B. Early Mjustment 
to .Environment l 10 
c . Expansion of So-
cial Development 0 2 
D. Social Progress 0 0 
E. Dress 0 0 
F. Money and the Means 
of .Exchange 6 2 
G. Safety 10 6 
H. Miscellaneous 2 0 
Total 19 1.38 21 
Clark's To t al 776 7 . 59 871 
American Histor! and 
Government 
A. Discovery and Early 
Explorations 3 2 
B. Indians 2 l 
c . Colonial Life 0 0 
D. Tbe Pilgrims 0 0 




No . of 









1.33 40 1.35 





Grade Five (Continued) 157 
Boys Girls Tou1 (1381) (1581) (2.962) 
Main and Sub-eate~ories 
No . of No. of ~o. of 
C(ues . ~<Ues. ~ liUes. ~ 
E. Pioneer Life 0 0 0 
P. National Development 3 6 9 
G. Leaders 2 13 15 
H. Wars , Other Than 
WW 1 and lil~ II 0 1 1 
1 . Monuaents 0 2 2 
J. Prob1eas of Citi-
zen ship 0 1 1 
K. Miscellaoeou.s 3 1 4 
Total 13 0 . 94 27 1.71 40 1.35 
Clut•s Total 513 5 . 02. 466 4.46 979 4.74 
Ill . Communications 
A. History of 
Language 12 18 30 
ll . Systems and Means 
0 f Recordi ns 11 36 47 
c . ~cords of Ti•e 17 2.4 41 
D. Photog r aphy 5 12 17 
E. Modern Met.ns of 
eo-unication 3 3 6 
F. Miscellaneous 0 1 1 
Total 48 3.48 94 5.95 142. 4 . 79 
Clark:' a Total 548 5.36 804 7.70 1352 6. 54 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Pive (Continued) 158 
Boys Gitls Total 
(1381) (1581) ( 2.962.) 
Main and sub·categories 




IV. Travel and Transportation 
A. £arly ~eans of Travel 0 0 0 
B. Modern Means of Travel 37 30 67 
c . Miace:llaneo\IS 2 0 2. 
Total 39 2. . 82. 30 1. 90 69 2. . 33 
Clark's Total 608 5 . 94 2.40 2 . 30 848 4 . 10 
v. Inventions 
A. Person or Persons Re-
sponsible for tne 
Invention 23 2 2.5 
B. Time at Which Invention 
was Made 0 1 1 
c. Edison a.s an Inventor 0 1 1 
D. Miscellaneous 6 0 6 
Total 29 2. . 10 4 0.25 33 1.11 
Clark's Total 310 3 .03 277 2 . 65 581 2. . 84 
VI . Geo&raeht of the U.S. 
and Its erritories 
A. Size of the u.s . 0 0 0 
a. Divisions of the u.s. 2 1 3 
c . Distances Within the 
u.s . and Between Its 
Territories 0 2 2 
(Continued on next page) 
Grad~ Five (Contiou~) 159 
Boys Girls Total 
(1381) (1S81) (2.9o2) 
Main and Sub-eat~sori~s 







o. Cli~~ate 17 12 2.9 
B. Physical Features 1 3 4 
F. Miscellaneous 2.0 18 38 
G. National Parks 0 0 0 
H. Facts on tb~ Popu-
lation 5 8 13 
I. Cities of tbe u.s . 6 25 31 
Total 51 3 . 69 69 4 . 36 120 4 . 05 
Clark's Total 2.87 2.81 254 2 . 43 541 2 . 02 
Vll. Distant Lands and hopl~ 
A. Tbe People 19 0 19 
B. ~atural Divisions and 
Physical Features 2 0 2 
c. The Climate 6 0 6 
o. Location of Lands 0 0 0 
B. Distance of Lands 0 0 0 
F. Wildlife 8 1 9 
G. M.i see llaneous 10 3 13 
Total 45 3 . 20 4 0 . 25 49 1.05 
Clark's Total 306 2 . 99 205 1. 96 511 2.47 
(Continu~ on next paae> 
Grade Pive (Continued) 
Main and Sub-categories 
Vlll. Industries and Com-
merciai 'roducts 
A. The Product 










A. Ga•ea aod Sports 
B. Toys and Hobbies 
c. Holidays 




Clat >t• s Total 
Boys ( 1381) 





















4 . 09 
(Continued on next page) 
Girls 
(1$81) 





uo 6 . 9o 
82.$ 7 . 90 
12 0. 76 


































Grade Five (Continued) 161 
Boys Girls Total (1381) (1581) (2962) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No . of 
Q:ues . Ques . 
" 
Ques . 'fo 
XI. War 
A. General Causes 
of War 2 l 3 
B. World War II 0 0 0 
c . Outlook Regarding 
the \~ar 0 0 0 
D. Military Services 
of the U.S. 0 0 0 
E. Materials of War 1 3 4 
F. Munitions of War 3 0 3 
G. Problems of Children 0 l l 
H. World lvar I 0 l 1 
I. Korean War 0 0 0 
J . Miscellaneous 2 0 2 
Total 8 0 . 58 6 0 . 38 14 0 . 47 
Clark's Total 6Sl 6 . 36 391 3 . 74 1042 5. 04 
xu . Animal Life 
A. Beginnings of 
Animal Life 3 14 17 
B. Chatacteristics of 
Animals 11 2 13 
c. Body Processes 
of Animals 7 s 12 
D. Environment 0 1 1 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Five (Continued) 162 
Boys Girla Total 
(1381) (1$81) (2962.) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No. of No . of 




E. Food 4 4 8 
F. B~havior so 29 79 
c. Huaan Treat•ent 
of AniJuls 1 0 1 
H. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 76 5 . 50 55 3 . 48 131 4.42. 
Clark's Total 509 4.98 42.1 4 . 03 930 4.50 
XIII. The Human Body 
A. Structure and Func-
tioning of the 
Huaan Boc1y 26 28 54 
B. Boc1y Proc:esae• 32 22 54 
c. Food for the Huun 
Body 6 13 19 
D. Health Proble•s 9 10 19 
E. Infants and 
Young Children 1 2 3 
F. Old Age aod Death 3 5 8 
G. Individual Differ-
eoces s 14 19 
H. Miscellaneous 36 33 69 
Total 118 8.54 12.7 8 .03 245 8 . 2.7 
Clark's Total 311 3 . 04 450 4 .31 761 3 . 68 
(Continued on next page) 
Gr ade Pive (Continued) 
Main and Sub-categories 
XIV. Re¥roduction of Animal 
Li e 
A. Reproduction of 
Insects 
B. Reproduction of Mam-
mals Other Than Man 




Clark ' s Total 
XV . Plant Life 
A. Origin of Plants 
B. Growth of Plants 
c . Parts of Plants 
D. Seasonal Changes 
in Plants 
E. Kinds of Pla.nts 
F. Miscel laneous 
Total 
Clark's Total 
XVI. Tbe .Earth 
A. Age and Origin 
or tbe .Earth 
Boys 
(13-81) 







6 0 . 43 







21 1 . 52 
250 2 . 44 
4 




No . of No . of 





3 0 . 19 9 0. 30 







35 2 . 21 56 1.89 
286 2 . 74 536 2.59 
2 6 
Grade Five (Continued) 164 
Boys Girls Total 
(1381) (1581) (2962) 
Maio and Sub-categories 
No . of 1\o. of No . of 
Ques . ~ Ques . il Ques . ll 
B. Size and Shape 
of the Earth 3 2 5 
c . Movements of 
the Earth 9 9 18 
D. Physical Features of 
the Earth's Surface 8 7 15 
E. Factors Effective in 
Changing the .Earth ' s 
Surface 8 6 14 
F. Commercial Products Ob-
tained from tile .Earth 1 2 3 
G. Miscellaneous 4 0 4 
Total 37 2 . 68 28 1 . 77 65 2 .19 
Clark's Total 559 5 . 46 513 4 . 91 1072 5 . 19 
XVII. Weather and Climate 
A. Differences in 
Temperature 0 3 3 
8 . Seas:>os 11 5 16 
c. Atmosphere 8 1 9 
D. Moisture and Pre-
eipitation 22 39 61 
E. Gathering anrt Dis -
se~nating Informa· 
tion on 1\'eather 1 0 l 
F. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 42 3 . 04 48 3 . 04 90 3 . 04 
Clark's Total 288 2 . 82 369 3 . 53 657 3.18 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade five (Continued) 165 
Boys Girls Total 
(1381) (1581) (2962) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No . of 
Ques . Ques . ~ Ques . ~ 
XVIII . Astronomy 
A. The Sun 14 21 35 
8 . The Moon 10 17 27 
c. Tbe Planets Other 
Than the Earth 1 1 2 
D. Tbe Stars and Con-
stellations 8 11 19 
E. Meteors and 
Meteorites 3 0 3 
F. Force of Gravity 0 0 0 
G. Tbe Sky 0 5 5 
H. The Aurora Borealis 0 0 0 
I. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 36 2. 61 55 3 . 47 91 3 . 07 
Clark's Total 681 6 . 66 534 5 . 11 1215 5 . 88 
XIX . Energy 
A. Natural Physical 
Forces s 2 7 
8 . Forces Used i n ~lodem 
·rechnological Develop-
ment 23 32 55 
Total 28 2 . 03 34 2 . 15 62 2 . 09 
Clark's Total l54 1.51 106 1.02 260 1 . 26 
(Continued on next page) 
Gra4e Five (Continued) 






A. Origin of the llude 
B. Composers of Musie 
c. Musical Instruments 




































35 2 . 21 
83 . 79 



















111 . 54 
6 0.20 
56 • 27 
XXIV. 
Grad~ Five (Continued) 
Main and Sub-catesories 









A. Personal Prob1eas 
of Pupils 
8 . Tbe Behavior of 
Pupils 
c. Tbe Curriculum 
o. Tbe Teacher and Meth-
ods of Teaching 
E. R~asons for Havin~ 
Schools 
F. The Physical 
Surroundings 
G. The Administration 
H. History and Prea~nt 


















41 2 . 97 
479 4.68 
(Continued on next paae) 
Cir1a 
(1$81) 
No . of 
Quea . ~ 
1S 4 . 74 
S8 .S6 
37 2.34 













No . of 
Quea . ~ 
86 2.90 
93 .4S 
186 6 . 28 











Grade Five (Continued) 168 
Boys Girls Total 
(1381) (1581) (2962) 
Main and Sub-cate~ories 
No . of No . of No . of Ques . Quea. To Ques . 
xxvn. Problems of Personal 
and Social AdJustm~nt 
A. l'allily Proble•s 2 1 3 
B. Greed, Selfiahness,Un-
tindness,Lawleasness 0 0 0 
c. Religion 4 7 11 
D. Vocations, Individual 
ProbleGI$ 2 1 42 63 
E. Mental Processes 0 4 4 
F. Boy~rl Relationships 3 1 4 
G. Questions Which Sur.gest 
Tbat tbe Writers Feel 
Tbere is a Difference Be-
tw~en ~ricans and 
People of Other Lands 0 0 0 
H. Miscellaneous 37 58 95 
Total 67 4 . 85 113 7.15 180 6 . 08 
Clark's Total 394 3 . 85 556 5 . 32 950 4 . 59 
XXVIII. Personal to the Inquirer 
Total 247 17.88 300 18 . 98 547 18.47 
Clark's Total 284 2 . 78 397 3.80 681 3 . 29 
XXIX. Statements That Do 
~ot Imply questions 
Total 78 s.os 139 8.79 217 7 . 33 
Clarlc' s Total so .49 32 .31 82 .40 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Five (Continued) 
Mnin and Sub~categories 
XXX . ~estions Involvin~ Un· 
O\'m Persons and l aces 
XXXII . 
Total 
Clark 1 s Total 
Total 
Clark's Total 
~estions That Suggest 
aydrea.ming 
Total 
Cl ark' s Total 
XXXI II . Unintelligible 
Total 
Clark' s Total 
Boys 
(1381) 






0 . 58 
1.04 
0 . 29 
. 89 
0 o.oo 
31 • 30 
17 l. 23 






No . of 
Ques . 
No. of 
1o l.(ues . 
39 2. 47 47 1 . 59 
54 . 52 160 . 77 
3 0 .19 
86 . 82 
0 o.oo 
4 . 04 
7 0 . 44 
111 1.64 
7 0 . 24 
171 . Sb 
0 0 . 00 
35 - 11 
24 
384 
0 . 81 
1.86 
(Continued on next page) 
Grad~ Five (Continued) 
Boys Girls 
(1381) (1581) 
Main and Sub- categories 
No . of No. of 
Ques . c,uu . 
XXXIV. Professions and Pro-
fess1onai Peoei~ 
Total s . 36 14 
XXXV. Habits and Manners 
I. 
Total 3 .22 1 
Nu~ber and Per Cent of Qu~stiona 
Asked in Grade Six 
Boys Girls 
(1263) (lo71) 
Main ~nd Sub-categories 
,.o. of No . of 
«ues . c,uu . 
11an As a Social lleins 
A. History of Man 6 8 
B. Early Adjustment 
to &vi ronmen t 0 6 
c. Expansion of Social 
Development 1 0 

















Grade Six (Continued) 
171 
Boys Girls Total 
(1263) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No. of 
Ques . ,. ~es. ,. ((ues . ., 
D. Social Progress 0 0 0 
E. Dress 0 6 6 
F. Money ancl the Means 
of Exchange 4 2 6 
G. Safety 5 4 9 
H. Miscellaneous 1 4 s 
Total ~7 1.35 30 1.80 47 1.60 
Clark's Total 739 8.36 660 7 . 36 1399 7 . 86 
II . American Histor~ and 
Government 
A. Discovery and Early 
Explorations 7 8 lS 
B. I ndians 2 3 s 
c. Colonial Life 1 0 1 
D. The Pilgrims 0 0 0 
E. Pioneer Life 0 1 1 
F. National Development 3 7 10 
G. Leaders 18 lS 33 
H. Wars, Other Than 
ww I and W\~ II 0 1 1 
I. Monuments 0 2 2 
J. Problems of Citi-
zenship 1 4 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 172 
Boys Gi.rls Total 
(12.63) (1671) (2.934) 
Mai n and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No . of Ques . Ques . 'ji, l{ues . 
K. Miscellaneous 5 8 13 
Total :37 2. 93 49 2 . 93 86 2 .93 
Clark's Total 357 4 .04 319 3 . 56 67o 3. 80 
III. Communication 
A. History of Language 12 12 24 
B. Systems and Means 
of Recording 3 19 22 
c. Records of Time 15 2.2 37 
D. Pllotograpby 8 13 21 
.5 . Modern Means of 
Coi!Jil\lnication s 5 10 
F. Miscellaneous 2 9 11 
Total 45 3 . 56 80 4 . 79 12.5 4 . 2.6 
Cl ark's Tot al 588 6.66 669 7.46 1257 7 .06 
I V. Travel and Transportation 
.~ . Early Means of Travel l 0 l 
B. Modern Means of Travel 26 17 43 
c. Miscellaneous 1 s 6 
Total 2.8 2 . 22. 2.2. 1.32 so l. 70 
Clark's Total 586 6 .61 2.62 2 .92 846 4 . 75 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 173 
Boys Girls Total 
(lZ63) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-categories 
of No . of No . of No . 
Ques . Ques. To Ques . ... 
v. Inventions 
A. Person or Persons Re-
sponsible for the 
Invention 33 21 54 
B. Time at Which the 
Invention was Made 4 0 4 
c . Edison as an Inventor 0 0 0 
D. Miscellaneous 20 11 31 
Total 57 4 . 51 32 1.92 89 3 .03 
Clark's Total 207 2 . 34 68 .76 275 1.54 
VI. Geograeht of the u.s. 
and Its erritories 
A. Si:te of the u.s . 0 0 0 
8 . Divisions of the u.s. 2 4 6 
c. Distances Within the 
u.s. an" Between Its 
Territories 0 4 4 
D. Cl imate l 3 4 
E . Physical Features 2 l 3 
f. Miscellaneous 17 4 21 
G. National Parks 0 0 0 
tl . Facts on tl\e Population 7 13 20 
I. Cities of the U. S . 14 ll 25 
Total 43 3 . 40 40 2 . 99 83 2.83 
Clark's Total 133 1.51 121 1.35 254 1 . 43 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 
Main and Sub -categories 
VII. Distant Lands and Peooles 
A. The people 
B. Natural Divisions and 
Physical Features 
c. The Cli111ate 
D. Location of Lands 





vur. Industries and Com-
mercia! Products 
A. The Product 
B. The Producer -His 



























2 . 45 
4 . 46 




























No . of 








4 .61 108 




8 . 44 Z36 
3 . 99 697 
l. 79 77 
1.38 216 
% 
3 . 68 
4 . 56 
8 .04 
3.91 
2 . 62 
1. 21 
Grade Six (Continued) 1 75 
doys Girls Total (12(>3) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-cateaories 
li<> . of No . of 1\o . of 
Ques . Ques. ., Ques. .,. 
x. kecreation 
A. Games and Sports 11 5 16 
d . Toys and Hobbiea 3 2 s 
c. Holidays 6 31 37 
D. Fairs, Carnivals 
and Circuses 0 1 1 
E. Miscellaneous 2 7 9 
Total 22 1.15 46 2 .1S 68 2 . 32 
Clark's Total 468 5 . 30 315 3 .51 783 4.40 
XI. "''ar 
A. General Causes of War 10 6 16 
d . World War II 0 0 0 
c. Outlook Regarding 
the War 2 8 10 
D. ~li1itary Services of 
the u.s . 0 0 0 
E. Materials of War 9 1 10 
f . Munitions of War 4 3 7 
G. Proble-s of Cbildron 1 1 2 
H. World War I 0 1 1 
I. Korean ~ar 0 0 0 
J. Miscellaneous 6 7 1 3 
Total 32 2 . 53 21 1.62 59 2 . 01 
Clark's Total .004 6.85 462 5.15 1067 5.99 
(Continued on n"xt pare) 
Grade Six (Continued) 176 
Boys Girls Total 
<1263) (1671) (2934) 
t-iain and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No . of Q:ues . Ques . % Ques . % 
xu. Animal Life 
A. Beginnings of Ani-
mal Life 4 6 10 
B. Characteristics of 
Animals 9 15 24 
c. Body Processes of 
Animals 4 2 6 
D. Environment 1 1 2 
E . Food 0 3 3 
F. Behavior 16 21 37 
G. Human Treatment of 
Animals 0 0 0 
H. Misce l laneous 0 0 0 
Total 34 2 . 69 48 2 . 87 82 2. 79 
Clark's Total 497 5 . 63 409 4 . 56 906 5 . 09 
XIII. The Human Body 
A. Structure and Func-
tioning of the 
Human Boc!y 15 15 30 
B. Body Processes 7 29 36 
c. Fooc! for the Human Body 1 11 12 
D. Health Probl ems 8 28 36 
E. Infants and Young 
Children 2 3 s 
F . Old Age and Death 4 17 21 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 177 
Boys Girls Total (1263) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-categories 
1\o. of No . of ~o . of 
l(ues . 4\JU. ~ Ques. 
" 
G. Individual Differ-
ences 8 29 37 
H. Miscellaneous 12 32 44 
Total 57 4.Sl 164 9 .81 221 7.S3 
Clark'a Total 397 4.49 S93 0.61 990 5.56 
XIV. ReDrOduction of Animal 
life 
A. Reproduction of 
Insects 0 0 0 
ll . ReprOduction of M&a-
•als Other Than Ma.n 1 s 6 
c. Reproduction of 
Hwaan Beings 3 4 7 
D. Miscellaneous 1 4 5 
·rotal s 0 .40 13 0 . 78 18 0 . 61 
Clark's Total 24 • 27 29 . 32 53 .30 
XV. Plant Life 
A. Origin of Plants 0 0 0 
a. Growth of Plants 6 13 19 
c. Parts of Plants 1 s 6 
u. Seasonal Changes 
in Plants 0 1 1 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 178 
Boys Girls l'otal 
(12<>3) (1671) (2934) 
Main ancl Sub-·categorie s 
No. of J-o . of No . of ((ues . <luu . To <lues . 
"' 
.h . Kinds of Plants 1 3 4 
F. N.i•etollaneous 2 8 10 
Total 1 0 0 . 79 30 1.80 40 1.36 
Clark' s Total 100 1.81 179 2.00 339 1.90 
XVI. '£he llarth 
A. A(te and O<igin of 
the Barth 1 6 
ll. Si>.e and Shape of 
the Barth 11 16 
c . Moveaents of the 
.har t h 24 8 32 
1> . Physical Featu r es on 
the .hartb's Surface 12 14 
E. factors Effective in 
Chan~in• the Earth ' s 
Surface 7 6 13 
P. Commercial Products Ob-
tained from the Eart h 6 5 11 
G. Miacellaneous 7 9 16 
Total 62 4.90 58 3.47 120 4 . 09 
Clark's Total 523 5.92 473 5 . 27 996 5.59 
xvu. fteatber and Climate 
A. Diffennces in 
·reaperature 6 s 11 
II . Seasons 10 2 12 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 179 
Boys Girls Total 
(1263) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-categories 
No . of No . of No. of 
«ues . ~ «ues . ~ Ques . ~ 
c. Atmosphere 2 2 4 
D. Moisture and 
Precipitation 28 43 71 
l! . Gathering and Dis -
seminating Information 
3 on Weather 1 2 
F. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
Total 47 3 . 72 54 3 . 23 101 3 . 44 
Clark's Total 174 1.96 249 2 . 78 423 2 - 38 
XVIIl. Astronom~ 
A. The Sun 17 30 47 
B. The Moon 18 34 52 
c . The Planets Other 
Tba.n the .Eartn 20 16 36 
D. The Stars and Con-
stellations 15 18 33 
E. Meteors and 
Meteorites 1 0 1 
F. Tbe Porce of Gravity 3 3 6 
G. Tbe Sky 1 6 7 
H. The Aurora Borealis 0 1 1 
1. Miscellaneous 0 0 0 
"l"otal 75 5 . 94 108 6 . 46 183 6 . 24 
Clark• s Total 652 7 . 38 504 5 . 62 1156 6 . 49 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 















A. Origin of the Music 
B. Composers of ~lusic 




























lio . of No . of 
Ques . ~ Ques . 
4 19 
14 33 
18 1 . 08 52 
101 1.13 254 
51 3 . 05 93 





3 0 . 18 10 
53 . 59 73 
(Continued on next Page) 
180 






Grade Six (Continued) 




XXIII. Ar t and Artists 
XXIV . 
1'ota1 






XXV . Miscellaneous 
Total 
Clark ' s 'fotal 
XXVI. The School 
A. Personal Prob-
1eals of Pupils 
B. The Behavior of Pupils 
Boys 
(1263) 
No . of Ques . 
4 0 . 32 
22 . 2S 
0 o.oo 
22 . 25 
11 0 . 87 
61 .69 
13 1.03 







No . of 
181 
No . of 
Ques . ~ Ques . ~ 
4 
35 
0 . 24 
. 39 
3 0 . 81 
24 . 27 
6 0 . 36 
61 . 68 
31 1.8() 
283 3 . 16 
3 
6 
8 0 . 27 
S1 . 31 
3 0 . 10 
46 • 26 
17 0 .58 
122 . 69 
44 1 . 50 
559 3 . 14 
4 
8 
(Continued on next page) 
Grade Six (Continued) 182 
Boys Girls 'fotal 
(H63) (1671) (2934) 
Main and Sub-categories 
~o . of No. of No. of Ques . .,. Ques . ')!, ((ues • .,. 
c. Cu£riculum 3 3 6 
D. The Teacher and ~letb-
ods of Teaching 7 6 13 
E. Reasons for Having 
Scllool 8 8 16 
F. The Physical Sur-
roundings 0 2 2 
G. The Administration 3 l 4 
H. History and Pr esent 
Status of Schools 14 14 28 
Total 38 3 . 11 43 2 . 59 81 2 . 76 
Clark' s Total 399 4 .52 655 7 . 30 1054 5 . 92 
XXVII . Problems of Personal and 
Social Ad justment 
A. Family Problems 0 7 7 
B. Greed , Selfishness,Un-
kindness , Lawlessness 4 9 13 
c. Religion 10 16 26 
D. Vocations , Individual 
Problellls 56 39 95 
E. Mental Processes 4 6 10 
F. Boy-Girl Relationships 6 9 15 
G. Questions Which Suggest 
Tbat the Writers Feel 
There is a Difference Be-
tween Americans and 
People of Other Lands 0 7 7 
(Continued on next page ) 
Grade Six (Continued) 








XXIX. State~ents That Do 





Clark' a Total 
Boys 
(1.263) 
No . of 
Ques . 
25 
105 8 . 31 
401 5 . 22 
239 18.92 










Gir l.s Tohl 
(1671) (2934) 




" 21 46 
114 o . 82 219 7 . 46 
801 8.93 1202 7 .09 
290 17. 36 529 18.03 
273 3.04 424 2. 38 
30 
so 
1.so o2 2.11 
. 62 104 . 58 
32 1.92 46 
67 .75 138 
1.57 
.78 
(Concluded on next page) 
Gra4e Six (Conclu4ed) 
Maio an4 Sub-Categories 
XXXl-~uestions tbat Sugfiest 
1dd!es the Child ay 





XXXIII . Unintelligible 
Total 
Clark's Total 
XXXIV. Professions an4 
Professional People 
Total 
XXXV . Habits and Manners 
To t al 
Boys 
(1263) 
No . of 
Ques . 
1 0 . 08 
23 . 26 
0 0 . 00 
6 . 07 
22 l. 74 
145 1.64 








No . of 
Ques . 
No . of 
~ (lues . 
3 0 . 17 
15 .17 
2 0 . 12 









4 0 . 14 
38 . 21 
2 0 . 07 







2 . 00 
. 74 
0 
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